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JONATHAN PETER CUSHING 


By Dr. Joseph D. Eggleston 





Jonathan Peter Cushing (March 12, 1793-April 25, 1835), 
a native of Rochester, New Hampshire, was prepared for col- 
lege at Phillips Exeter Academy, and at twenty-two entered 
the Junior Class of Dartmouth College, from which he grad- 
uated in 1817. 

Because of delicate health Cushing came South, expecting 
to locate in Charleston, S. C., to establish himself as a lawyer; 
but meeting Dr. John Holt Rice in Richmond, Va., he was 
induced to become a tutor at Hampden-Sidney College. His 
great abilities made such an impression upon the Board of 
Trustees, that upon the death of President Moses Hoge in 
1820, Mr. Cushing was asked to “discharge the duties of Presi- 
dent during the vacancy,” and in 1821 was elected President. 
He was at this time Professor of Chemistry and Natural Phil- 
osophy. 

To a rare degree he combined administrative ability with 
remarkable breadth of vision. He raised the standards of 
the College; gave it an equipment in permanent buildings and 
apparatus; secured a permanent endowment for the support 
of the Faculty; introduced courses in agricultural chemistry, 
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geology, and mineralogy; secured the best apparatus obtain- 
able for the science laboratories ; introduced modern languages ; 
and offered advanced courses in oriental languages. 


Library facilities for the College were largely increased ; new 
quarters were opened for the two literary societies, which were 
actively fostered under Cushing’s leadership. Recognition of 
the standards of the College was secured from some of the 
best Northern institutions. Printed catalogues were now first 
issued, 


President Cushing was actively interested in every organiza- 
tion designed to spread intelligence among the people. Under 
his fostering care was organized a Philosophical Society, for 
special investigation and discussion of scientific questions; and 
an Institute of Education, which was of a pedagogical char- 
acter. Each of these Societies invited prominent speakers to 
address them on timely subjects; and President Cushing 
showed himself to be much ahead of his time in educational 
theory. 


Through his exertions was instituted the Virginia Histori- 
cal Society, which came into being on December 29, 1831, in 
the Hall of the House of Delegates in Richmond. Chief Jus- 
tice Marshall was elected President, and Governor Floyd was 
made First Vice-President. President Cushing was made 
Second Vice-President, and was invited to give the first an- 
nual address, which was delivered on February 4, 1833. This 
address may be found in Volume 1 of the Society publications. 
In it he stated that “the best history of intellectual and moral 
advancement of society in Virginia, is to be found in “Hen- 
ing’s Statutes at Large,” and he urged that the Society “im- 
mediately and energetically enter upon a system of collecting 
and preserving all books, papers, manuscripts and every species 
of information, which relates to the past history of the State.” 
If this advice had been heeded, how much richer Virginia would 
be in her records! 

Under President Cushing’s plans the Society was at first 
philosophical as well as historical, and he urged researches in 
the geology, mineralogy, botany, and zoology of the State, and 
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was especially interested in the advancement of Virginia’s agri- 
cultural interests. It was at this time that he suggested work 
now being done by agricultural experiment stations and the 
State Department of Agriculture. 

President Cushing married in 1827 Miss Lucy Page, daugh- 
ter of Major Carter Page, of Cumberland County, and left 
descendants. Because of failing health he was advised to take 
a trip to the West Indies, and got as far as Raleigh, N. C., 
where he died, and where he is buried in the Episcopal Church- 
yard in that city. 
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HISTORY OF THE 
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


(Formerly the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society) 





On December 29th of this year the one hundredth birthday 
of the Virginia Historical Society will be celebrated at the 
place of its birth—the Old Hall of the House of Delegates in 
the Capitol at Richmond. A sub-committee to make arrange- 
ments for the centennial has been appointed and that very dis- 
tinguished historian, Dr. C. M. Andrews, of Yale, will make 
the address. The committee continues its activities and the 
plans for the celebration will be completed. When this is done 
the members of the Society will receive fuller information in 
a circular letter. 

As the number of the Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography usually published in October, is the next before the 
date of the centennial, the Executive Committee, decided that 
this number should be entirely devoted to the Society—a history 
and a list of officers and members 1831-1931. As this work 
required a careful study of all the old records of the Society, in 
addition to printed sources of information, it has been neces- 
sarily slow and it would appear (at the time this paper is be- 
gun), that the Magazine will not be published until Novem- 
ber or December. 

As the father of the Society, the man whose untiring efforts 
created enough interest to cause a few men to assemble and 
form the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, we are 
glad to have a biographical sketch of Dr. Jonathan P. Cushing, 
President of Hampden-Sydney College, by his successor Presi- 
dent Joseph D. Eggleston of Hampden-Sydney, who like his 
predecessor is a member of our Executive Committee. It is 
accompanied by a fine silhouette of Dr. Cushing kindly fur- 
nished by the Rev. G. McLaren Brydon, also a member of the 
Society. 
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ORGANIZATION 


On December 29, 1831, a small number of gentlemen gath- 
ered in the Hall of the House of Delegates to organize the 
Society. Knowing as we do the hospitable habits of Old Vir- 
ginia in Christmas week, Dr. Cushing’s influence must have 
been great to enable him to collect even a few gentlemen for 
such a purpose. There are no minutes of that meeting re- 
maining; but we have contemporary notices in the newspapers 
and the Southern Literary Messenger and references by mem- 
bers a few years later. 

There was a discussion of the plans and character of the 
work of such a society. Dr. Cushing was requested to deliver 
the annual address; a committee to prepare a draft of a con- 
stitution, and another to prepare and publish a letter to the 
people of Virginia were appointed, and officers, members of 
the Standing Committee, as it was then called, as well as a 
number of general members were elected. John Floyd, then 
Governor, presided. 

With the exception of General William H. Brodnax, James 
M. Garnett, Henry E. Watkins and Charles S. Morgan, elected 
in 1833, the officers, committee and other charter members were 
chosen in 1831. 


They were as follows: 


John Marshall, President 

John Floyd, First Vice-President 

J. P. Cushing, Second Vice-President 

John B. Clopton, Corresponding Secretary 
James E. Heath, Recording Secretary 
Conway Robinson, Treasurer 

Wm. H. Richardson, Librarian 


STANDING COMMITTEE 


Benjamin W. Leigh, Chairman 

Dr. John Brockenbrough 

George Tucker, University of Virginia 
Gustavus A. Myers 
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Dr. Thomas Massie, of Nelson 
Gurdon H. Bacchus 

Dr. Robert Briggs 

Wm. P. Sheppard, and 

The Recording Secretary 


MEMBERS 


W. B. T. Caldwell, of Loudoun 

John A. Chandler, of Norfolk 

Joseph C. Cabell, of Nelson 

Richard Adams, of Henrico 

James M’Ilhany, of Loudoun 

Linn Banks, of Madison 

Jas. H. Gholson, of Brunswick 
George W. Summers, of Kenawha 
Gen. Wm. H. Brodnax, of Dinwiddie 
John S. Gallaher, of Jefferson 

Robert S. Brooke, of Augusta 

Philip Bolling, of Buckingham 
Charles James Faulkner, of Berkeley 
Archibald Bryce, Jr., of Goochland 
George C. Dromgoole, of Brunswick 
James M’Dowell, Jr., of Rockbridge 
Hugh Nelson, of Albemarle 

Gen. John H. Cocke, of Fluvanna 
Edmund Ruffin, of Prince George 
Joseph S. Watkins, of Goochland 
Thomas W. Gilmer, of Albemarle 
Nathl. E. Venable, of Prince Edward 
Andrew Beirne, of Monroe 

James Bruce, of Halifax 

Samuel M’Camant, of Grayson 
Alexander G. Knox, of Mecklenburg 
Daniel F. Slaughter, of Culpeper 
Harman Hiner, of Pendleton 

John T. Street, of Lunenburg 

Wm. F. Pendleton, of King and Queen 
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General Jaqueline B. Harvie, of Richmond City 
Thomas Nelson, of Richmond City 

John H. Pleasants, of Richmond City 

John Harvie Price, of Richmond City 

John Forbes, of Richmond City 

Dr. Martin Burton, of Richmond City 

Dr. Richard A. Carrington, of Richmond City 
Dr. James Beale, of Richmond City 

David Briggs, of Richmond City 

Jacob Hall, of Richmond City 

Robert C. Nicholas, of Richmond -City 
Robert Burton, of Richmond City 

Wheaton Bradish, of Richmond City 

Merit M. Robinson, of Richmond City 
Joseph Jackson ,of Richmond City 

Rowland Reynolds, of Richmond City 

John S. Myers, of Richmond City 


The committee to prepare an address to the people published 
it in October, 1832. Evidently the Society, like Bacon, wished 
to take all knowledge as its province; but though they knew 
what Virginia needed they little realized the impossibility of 
carrying out their plans. Dozens of different societies and 
associations are now specializing on different subjects included 
in the things the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society 
hoped to study and to benefit the state by its labors. 

The substance of this address given by Maxwell is as fol- 
lows: 

1. All books, pamphlets, records, and manuscripts, relative 
to the first settlement or subsequent history of this state; 
magazines, newspapers and other periodical publications, 
especially such as appeared before, or during the revolu- 
tion; orations, sermons, discourses, essays and speeches, 
written or delivered in this state, and calculated to have 
a direct bearing on any important transaction or event. 


2. Laws, journals or proceedings of the house of burgesses— 
the general assembly, or any state convention; also, copies 








10. 


11. 
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of treaties and negotiations between this state, and any 
other state or Indian tribe. 

Narratives of the rise, progress and present condition of 
the different religious denominations, and of their various 
benevolent and charitable societies. 

The transactions of political or literary societies; and 
statements of the origin, and influence of agricultural, 
manufacturing or commercial associations. 

Statements of the origin, progress and present condition 
of the university—the colleges, academies and schools; 
and also of the literary fund of the state, and the prac- 
tical effect of the primary school system; historical 
sketches, and topographical descriptions of cities, counties 
and towns. 

Narratives of the Indian tries, their wars, battles and 
exploits; the nature of the original grants to the first set- 
tlers of this province; and also of their distinctive traits 
of character and peculiar customs. 

Biographical memoirs of the first settlers, the revolu- 
tionary patriots, or persons eminent in the councils of 
the country or in any of the learned professions, or dis- 
tinguished for their beneficent acts and individual sacri- 
fices for the public good. 

Communications and specimens relating to zoology or 
botany, or any other branch of natural history. 

Facts and essays, connected with the geology of the 
state—also, descriptions and drawings of mines, mineral 
springs, ancient fortifications, caverns, mountains, rivers, 
lakes, or any other natural curiosities. 

Chymical facts and specimens; essays relating to any 
improvements in the various arts and sciences—particu- 
larly in agricultural; a statement of the effects of the 
different kinds of manure (viz., the vegetable, animal and 
mineral), on the different soils. 

Communications on the mineralogy of the state; every 
description of mineral specimens; viz., the different 
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species of rocks, metallic substances, earths, salts, coal 
formations, and petrifactions. 


12. Essays on natural, mental or moral philosophy—the 
philosophy of language—the science of instructions; also 
on the state of morals, the climate, manufactures, and 
commerce of any part of the state. 


The Society, at an early date made efforts to obtain gifts of 
old manuscripts or to have copies. On January 6, 1833, on 
motion of Joseph C. Cabell, the committee was authorized to 
employ a copyist to copy such documents as might be useful 
and which could not be procured as gifts. On the same date, 
on motion of Dr. Cushing, application was made to the Gen- 
eral Assembly for a charter. 

Mr. Cabell’s motion at this time is probably explained by a 
statement of G. A. Myers on July 10, 1834—that he had in his 
possession a copy of the journal kept by William Byrd while 
running the dividing line, which could not be given to the 
Society. It was copied. 


The “Collections”, (Richmond 1833), the first book pub- 
lished by the Society was ordered to be paid for. The bill of 
Thomas W. White (publisher of the Southern Literary Mes- 
senger) for the book, circular letters, etc., was $147.90. 

On December 5, 1834, our committee had an example of the 
kindness which Thomas W. White showed to Poe and to all 
others with whom he came in contact. He wrote, offering to 
give space in the Messenger, without charge, to a certain num- 
ber of papers the Society might wish to print. The offer was 
accepted and a number of such papers were printed. 


The need for rooms for the Society’s use had now become 
imperative. In 1834, the City of Richmond was erecting a 
large building at the corner of 11th and Marshall streets, to 
be used as an academy, which was at first known as The Acad- 
emy. On December 4, 1836, the Committee asked the City to 
give the Society rooms in the Academy. In the same year the 
trustees of the Academy, through their president, Dr. John 
Brockenbrough, granted the use of a room in that building. 
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There is good reason to believe that our collections were 
kept there during the dormant period. We still have several 
articles given us about 1831-38. One is a brass single barrel 
pistol given by William M. McCarty (father of the late Capt. 
W. Page McCarty) as the same pistol with which Capt. John 
Smith killed Grualgo or Bonny Mulgro. It would have been 
much more interesting if later investigation had not shown it 
to be an English pistol dated about 1750. 

In 1834 the Society lost its great President, Chief Justice 
Marshall, and Judge Henry St. George Tucker, a man of high 
talent and distinction, was elected to succeed him. On motion 
of Mr. Maxwell the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 


“Resolved, That the Society most truly lament the loss, 
which it has sustained in the calamity, the death of its illustri- 
ous President, the late John Marshall, Chief Justice of the 
United States, whose name associated 'with our institution 
from its origin, will grace its annals, while his life and char- 
acter shall adorn the history of our state and country to the 
end of time”. 

The Academy was very successful under its first teachers, 
William Burke, who taught Poe, Claudius Crozet, the dis- 
tinguished engineer, and that notable scholar, Socrates Maupin. 
Later, patronage failed, and the house, now called the Athe- 
naeum, was used for lecture rooms, studios, etc. 

When in 1853, the Society again occupied rooms in the 
Athenaeum it was a pleasant place. It was a favorite haunt 
of young Edward Valentine, afterwards our President, who 
had happy memories of the good talks on books and art he 
heard there, of John R. Thompson in his office, editing the 
Messenger, of Galt, the sculptor and his studio, of the old 
Richmond Library, and of Thackery lecturing in the hall. 

The British consul G. P. R. James, the novelist of many 
solitary horsemen, was one of the group which gathered there 
and we have a book of autographs he gave the Society. 

In the early days we evidently had a good opinion of our- 
selves and were particular about our assoociates. On January 
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3d, 1835, a sub-committee appointed to consider the matter 
of election of new members, reported, as an amendment to the 
constitution, that when any one applied for membership the 
vote should be by ballot, unless the member was nominated by 
the standing committee, when the vote should be without bal- 
lot, and that in any vote by ballot the applicant should receive 
the votes of three-fourths of the members of the general so- 
ciety, who were present, before he could be admitted. The 
gentlemen of the sub-committee who offered this stringent 
rule were Conway Robinson and William S. Sheppard. 


The meetings of the committee and the Society were held 
in the Hall of the House of Delegates and the Athenaeum, but 
that of March 17, 1835, began a pleasant custom which lasted 
a long time. This meeting was held “at the residence of James 
E. Heath, Esq.” That of November 28, 1835, met at “Mr. 
Conway Robinson’s rooms.” As the years passed almost all 
of the officers and committee-men entertained the Committee 
at their homes. This has now, under changed conditions, very 
properly ceased to be a general custom. Doubtless other things 
than history and the routine business of the Society were dis- 
cussed at these meetings. Not merely things of the table but 
the delightful, leisurely talk. Occasional revivals of this gra- 
cious old custom, have shown us of later days how agreeable 
they were. 

At the meeting at Mr. Robinson’s the Committee asked Mr. 
Edmund Ruffin to prepare an essay on the agriculture of Vir- 
ginia to be read at the next annual meeting on February 6, 1836. 

The gift of some old papers from N. J. Winder, clerk of 
Northampton county, caused the passage of a resolution asking 
all the clerks of courts in the state to aid in the preservation 
of old records. This is believed to have been the first appeal 
of its kind. 

On March 2, 1836, Mr. Ruffin presented to the Society “A 
Sketch of the Progress of Agriculture in Virginia and the 
Cause of its Decline and Present Depression.” It was ordered 
that it be published in “The Farmer’s Register,” and “The 
Southern Literary Messenger.” 
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Thomas R. Dew had been asked to deliver an address but 
bad health prevented him from doing so and he was requested to 
deliver a copy of his intended address so that it could be 
printed in the “Messenger.’”’ What the nature of the intended 
address was is not known, unless it was the long “Dissertation 
on the Sexes or the Power and Influence of Women in Society”, 
published in the 1834-5 volume of the “Messenger”. The So- 
ciety was receiving contributions from two notable men. 


The next annual address was delivered on February 19, 1837, 
by Thomas W. Gilmer. 


Though the Society was only four years old it was felt that 
another volume containing its transactions and acquisitions 
should be published, and on motion of Conway Robinson, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1838, this was ordered to be done. 

An annual meeting of the Society held in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates on February 28, 1838, was the last to be 
held before all of the Society’s activities ceased for a number 
of years. 


There is nothing in the minutes of this meeting to indicate 
any cause for the sudden collapse. President Tucker presided 
and made his annual report. Sidney L. Baxter made the 
address and the committee and the treasurer reported, the lat- 
ter having a small balance in his hands. On motion of Mr. 
Heath various regulations were made in regard to honorary 
and other members new members were elected and Abel P. 
Upshur chosen to make the next annual address. On request 
of the Rhode Island Historical Society, that of Virginia joined 
them in an appeal to Congress, to have papers among the 
English records relating to America copied, and letters to this 
effect were ordered to be written to the senators and represen- 
tatives from Virginia. President Tucker and other officers and 
committee members were elected, the meeting adjourned, and 
G. A. Myers, recording secretary signed the minutes. All was 
normal and the Society seemed prosperous and earnestly doing 
its work. And then the curtain fell for seven years. 

The whole thing is a mystery. William Maxwell writing 
after the Society had been revived gave no clear explanation; 
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but stated that the period of inaction was due to the Society’s 
scattered membership—not enough people could be frequently 
gotten together to keep up interest in the work. 

If we had all the records we might know more. A sub- 
committee appointed in 1870, to trace and gather together once 
more, the library, collections and records of the Society, stated 
that they had recovered the first minute book, ending Febru- 
ary 13, 1838 (which we still have) and had discovered that 
Mr. Maxwell had kept the minutes 1847 to 1853, on loose 
sheets of paper. The sub-committee carefully arranged these 
in order; but unfortunately, they must be among the number 
of things lost by the Society between 1870 and the time when 
our property was safely lodged in the Westmoreland Club. 
The writer’s predecessor, Dr. Philip A. Bruce, who superin- 
tended the removal from the Club to the Lee House never men- 
tioned them, and evidently never saw them and the present 
Corresponding Secretary who has for many years delved into 
the contents of the Lee House, knows nothing more. Later 
on in this narrative it will be shown how easy it was for any- 
thing to be lost between 1870 and the time we moved to the 
Club. The wonder is that we have so much left. 

Though the loss of the minutes, 1847-1853 deprives us of 
all knowledge of the proceedings of the executive committee 
and makes a considerable gap in our list of members, it is for- 
tunate that during this period we have accounts of the annual 
meetings. From January, 1848, to July, 1853, William Max- 
well published as the organ of the Society, “The Virginia His- 
torical Register”, which contains much information in regard 
to the Society. 


TuHeE REVIVAL 


In 1846 the revival of the Society was discussed. It was 
not to be a new Society for its collections had been preserved 
as had its corporate existence. The late Benjamin B. Minor 
who took an active part in reviving the Society, said that there 
was at that time, a considerable effort to remove it to the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. But this effort was defeated and the first 
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meeting, under the new organization, was held in the Hall 
of the House of Delegates on December 16, 1847. “The 
President of the Society, the Hon. William C. Rives, of Albe- 
marle”, presided and made the annual address. Conway Rob- 
inson, Chairman of the Executive Committee, made a report 
on the proceedings of the past year, and the Corresponding 
Secretary, Mr. Maxwell, reported that there were 252 mem- 
bers and 15 candidates for election. These officers and mem- 
bers must have been elected at some unrecorded meeting early 


in 1847. 


The Executive Committee reported a plan to publish, in 
chronological order whatever matter could be obtained relating 
to Virginia history. This ambitious plan, far too costly, as it 
proved, was never carried out, except in the publication of 
Greenhow’s “Early Voyages”. 

It is not too late for such a work, and if this Society had 
a fireproof annex and sufficient income from some endowment 
to cover all working expenses, it would be a noble work for 
us to publish in chronological order, full copies of all docu- 
ments in England and Virginia, which have not already been 
properly printed and edited. The invaluable work of the State 
Library in its publications of the Journals of the House of 
Burgesses and Council and Governor’s Letters would render 
unnecessary any reprinting of these. 

Hening’s Statutes at Large of Virginia, properly edited and 
indexed, would be a fine subject for reproduction. Hening is 
still the most valuable collection of Virginia manuscripts which 
has been printed. 

At the next annual meeting, December 17, 1848, in addition 
to addresses by President Rives and Charles Carter Lee, Lt. 
M. F. Maury, a corresponding member, read a valuable paper 
on the stars, and Mr. B. B. Minor offered a resolution (which 
was adopted) that a committee be appointed to ascertain the 
best means to have a statue of Washington erected near the 
Capitol. This is said to have been the first step made in the 
movement to revive the long sleeping plan for such a monu- 
ment. This motion and the subsequent efforts of members of 
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the Society led directly to the erection of the monument now 
standing in the Square. 

Mr. Rives called attention to the resolution of Congress 
October 29, 1781, for the erection of a monument at Yorktown 
and stated that nothing had been done toward carrying it out. 
Many more years passed before the monument was placed. 

At this meeting Dr. Robert H. Cabell, of Richmond, de- 
posited with the Society the first minutes of Phi Beta Kappa, 
1776, etc., which had become extinct or dormant. We care- 
fully preserved these records and when P. B. K. had been 
revived we returned them through Col. William Lamb, of Nor- 
folk. 

At a date not known the first minutes of the Society of the 
Cincinnati in Virginia were also deposited with the Society 
and after many years we returned these to the revived Society 
of the Cincinnati. It is rather a remarkable coincidence that 
we should have preserved the records of these two societies 
when so many of our own were lost. 

In 1847 when the Society was reorganized, rooms were 
rented in the third story of “Mr. Minor’s new Law Building”, 
at the corner of Franklin and Twelfth streets, then recently 
erected by Mr. B. B. Minor. It was adjoined on the east at 
Governor and Franklin by the “Whig Building”, where the 
famous editor, John Hampden Pleasants, did his work. The 
two houses were long used as one. They were taken down a 
few years ago. 

The Society had here a delightful home overlooking on one 
side the Governor’s garden and on the other the Capitol Square. 
A few yards away was the old “General Court House” (de- 
stroyed in 1865) which was packed with colonial records, those 
of the old General Court and the Supreme Court of Ap- 
peals. In spite of the close neighborhood of this priceless mass 
of records, Virginians, like Lucien Minor, wrote letters to the 
Messenger mourning over the fact that “we have no records”. 
Conway Robinson was apparently the only man who took the 
trouble to go in and examine. He left a tantalizing book of 
notes on things in the records, generally brief references, but 











304 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


even with this drawback, we have printed his whole note book 
in our Magazine. In the fire of April, 1865, all vanished in 
smoke. 

The annual meetings of 1850 and 1851 were well attended 
and the addresses and reports showed that the Society was 
prospering. The Executive Committee in the report in 1851, 
said that second only to a fireproof building, was the securing 
of copies of English records relating to Virginia. The same 
may be said of the annual meeting of January, 1853, when 
General Philip St. George Cocke and several other gentlemen 
were thanked for contributing $1,000.00 to the endowment 
fund. 

At the annual meeting on January 15, 1852, the City was 
thanked for granting, free of charge, rooms in the Athenaeum 
Building and $150.00 per annum for the purchase of books and 
maps, on condition that the Society’s rooms be open to the 
citizens of Richmond. 

At the annual meeting held on December 21st of the same 
year in the Athenaeum, several interesting portraits were pre- 
sented. Thomas Sully, of Philadelphia, gave a replica of his 
portrait of Patrick Henry, and a portrait of Pocahontas (evi- 
dently ideal) and his son Robert M. Sully a portrait, painted 
by himself, of Black Hawk, his Son and the Prophet. We still 
have a portrait of Black Hawk, alone, by Ford; but what has 
become of Robert Sully’s group? 

In February, 1853, the Society had made a beginning in 
raising an endowment fund. $2,500.00 was reported as in- 
vested for this account. At the same meeting it was decided 
to publish an annual volume of collections, with William Max- 
well as editor. 

On December 15, 1853, thanks were given to William C. 
Rives for his gift of the “pictorial bust of Benjamin Franklin”. 
This must mean the fine pastel bust portrait of Franklin (a 
copy after Greuza) which we still have and which has often 
been said to be a gift from John Y. Mason. In 1854 the annual 
meeting was held in the Hall of the House of Delegates and 
more gifts were reported: from Charles Wykeham-Martin, of 
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Leeds Castle, Kent, England, a copy of the portrait of Lord 
Culpeper ; and a copy of the portrait of George Percy, at Sion 
House, London, made by permission of the Duke of North- 
umberland. Both, framed in English oak, are now in our 
collection. We also received a copy of Sandys’ Ovid, 1632. 


On December 11, 1854, the bill for publishing Greenhow’s 
“Early Voyages”, $800.00, was received, and two bonds for 
$400.00 each, signed by the President and others, were given 
in payment. The Society paid one $400.00 but had difficulty 
in raising enough money to pay for the other. A sub- 
committee of ways and means to raise the money was named 
and Conway Robinson appointed chairman. Some time later, 
Mr. Robinson as chairman of the Executive Committee called 
that body to order and at the proper time said that he wished 
to report from the sub-committee. He stated that he had 
bought the other $400.00 bond and begged leave to present it 
to the Society. A fine act; but rather an alarming one, as a 
precedent, to future chairmen. 

In June, 1855, our Society received a report of the first 
annual meeting of the Wisconsin Historical Society—now one 
of the foremost societies in the United States. We are con- 
stantly indebted to it for material on the history of the western 
portion of our state and the section, which was later the great 
“Northwest Territory”. 

In June, 1855, the committee urged the necessity of a life 
of Madison and earnestly urged President William C. Rives 
to write it. As is well known Mr. Rives consented. At the 
same time the Committee had learned that Mr. Hugh Blair 
Grigsby was preparing an address on the Conventions of 1775- 
76, and they also asked him to write the history of the Con- 
vention of 1788. This was done and the book was published 
by the Society, with R. A. Brock as editor in 1890. 

Gifts were continued and Jacquelin P. Taylor, of Rich- 
mond, presented a portrait of Edmund Pendleton, done by 
Thomas Sully, from a miniature given by Judge Pendleton to 
Mr. Taylor’s mother. 
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At this time a method of election was used, which appar- 
ently only lasted for a short time. At an annual meeting of 
the General Society held June 9, 1856, the following officers 
were eelcted: William C. Rives, president; James M. Mason, 
William H. Macfarland and John Y. Mason, vice-presidents ; 
William Maxwell, corresponding secretary and librarian; An- 
drew Johnston, recording secretary, and Jacquelin P. Taylor, 
treasurer. After the general society adjourned the officers held 
a meeting and elected the following gentlemen to be members 
of the executive committee: Conway Robinson, Gustavus A. 
Myers, Thomas T. Giles, Charles Carter Lee, Arthur A. Mor- 
son, Thomas H. Ellis and George W. Randolph. 

On January 2, 1856, the Pennsylvania Historical Society 
gave two stamps of the Stamp Act period, which were pre- 
sented through that Society by Joseph R. Ingersoll. Mr. Bar- 
ret gave a portrait of Washington, and Mr. J. P. Taylor, one 
of James Madison, both by Thomas Sully from originals by 
Stuart, owned by Edward Coles, of Philadelphia. 

The removal of Charles Carter Lee and his resignation, 
brought in as a member of the Executive Committee, a man 
who was tireless in his work for the Society until his death— 
H. Coalter Cabell, afterwards a distinguished colonel of artil- 
lery, C. S.A. 

The Myers’, a family so long and usefully connected with 
this Society, kept up the good work in the presentation (1855) 
by William B. Myers of a fine copy of Inmain’s Marshall, 
painted by the donor. 

As it is of interest to continue notices of early gifts of por- 
traits to the Society it should be stated that on July 6, 1857, 
Thomas T. Giles presented a portrait of George Mason, copied 
in 1857, by Guillaume from one in the possession of James 
M. Mason, grandson of George Mason. The copy in Mr. 
Mason’s possession was made by Bondet, a French 
artist, from the original by Hesselius, painted about 1750. The 
Masons considered the Bondet copy a very good one. The 
original was burnt as has, it is believed, the Bondet copy. 
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In June, 1857, William Maxwell, who had been almost from 
the beginning of the Society, probably the most useful member, 
wrote that on account of ill health he would have to give up 
the office he held in the Society and cease editing its publica- 
tions. He died shortly afterwards. 

Mr. Maxwell began the publication of the “Virginia His- 
torical Register” at first as the Society’s organ and later as its 
editor. He published for the first time many valuable docu- 
ments and was indefatigable in his work for the organization. 

On May 29, 1857, a letter was received from Mrs. Mary 
Maxwell, widow of William Maxwell, stating that in accord- 
ance with her husband’s wishes, she gave the Society all the 
works in his library relating to Virginia history and was send- 
ing about 150 volumes by her brother, W. H. Robertson, of 
Norfolk. 

The Society has portraits of William Maxwell and of his 
mother, bequeathed by Mrs. Mary F. Maxwell and delivered 
to the Society in 1898 by Mr. Harrison Robertson. During the 
advance of McClellan’s army these portraits hung in the home 
of L. W. Tazewell, near Williamsburg, and bear bayonet cuts 
made by soldiers. 

Within the space which can be given to a history of the 
Society it would be impossible to name all of the hundreds of 
gifts which have been made to it and we can only mention some 
of the donors of portraits and the persons who made larger 
gifts than the average. Many people have made single gifts as 
valuable as any one item in the larger ones. Some of these 
friends of the Society have made so many valuable gifts that 
if they had been presented at one time they would have been 
included in this account. Mr. Fairfax Harrison has been a 
conspicuous example of this kind of donor. 

Among the portraits given in 1857 was one that has dis- 
appeared. On February 11, Thomas H. Ellis gave, in the name 
of his late father-in-law, Thomas Taylor, a portrait of Chief 
Justice Marshall. 

At this period, or perhaps earlier, we received four portraits 
which we still have, but until recently without any historical 
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record. George W. Randolph wrote to Conway Robinson that 
Rembrandt Peale had been in Richmond and had visited the 
Society’s rooms. He had said that he was present when his 
father, C. W. Peale, painted the portrait of Martha Washing- 
ton, and recognized as his father’s work, the portraits of Gen- 
eral Knox, C. A. Gerrard and the Duke de Lauzun. Mr. 
Randolph wrote, “You will remember how Maxwell persuaded 
Mrs. Chevallie to give these portraits”. 

In March, 1857, William Maxwell’s place as corresponding 
secretary, was taken by Dr. William P. Palmer, who was for 
so many years one of the leading men in the Society. We 
have a water-color portrait of Dr. Palmer by Mrs. George Ben 
Johnston. 

As was the case in all other historic commemorations the So- 
ciety was deeply interested in that heid at Jamestown in 1857. 
On March 2d of that year, the Committee received a letter 
from N. F. Cabell, of Nelson county, in regard to the proposal 
to celebrate the settlement at Jamestown. Mr. Robinson stated 
that as long ago as April, 1848, a motion by Mr. Maxwell, was 
adopted, stating that it was expedient and desirable that the 
Virginia Historical Society should hereafter observe and cele- 
brate the anniversary of the landing and a suitable discourse be 
delivered ; but as it was known, that, earlier, similar action had 
been taken by the Jamestown Society, a committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the matter and suggest what this Society 
had better do. 

A letter dated May 8, from N. F. Cabell, in regard to a 
monument at Jamestown described. one planned by the late 
Joseph C. Cabell for the meeting at Jamestown on May 13, 
1807. 

It is not known exactly what part the Society took in the 
celebration on 1857, but at least one of our prominent members 
attended. Judge John B. Clopton, an early vice-president, was 
there with his son, the late William I. Clopton. The Judge 
was an old man and not strong, and the intense heat at James- 
town together with the hard walking through corn fields and 
ploughed land was very exhausting. The Judge was nearly 
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worn out and said several times in a weak voice, “Take me to 
the stand”. After a very fatiguing effort they reached the 
stand where President Tyler was speaking. Judge Clopton 
said again to his son William, “Take me to the stand”. His 
son replied, “Father, we are at the stand where President 
Tyler is speaking”. “Oh,” said the veteran Judge, “I don’t 
want to hear John Tyler now, take me to the stand where the 
mint julep is.” 

On October 27, 1857, Dr. George W. Bagby, the celebrated 
humorist, was chosen corresponding secretary and librarian. 
One of his best lectures was given throughout the state for the 
benefit of the Society. 

At the annual meeting, 1857, resolutions, full of feeling and 
respect to one of the Society’s foremost men, John Y. Mason, 
were adopted. 

On February 17, 1858, Thomas Jefferson Randolph and 
George W. Randolph gave a copy by S. M. D. Gillaume, of an 
original portrait of Thomas Jefferson, by Stuart. The Stuart 
portrait, which had belonged to the President and was now 
owned by his descendants was considered by them to be the 
best one of their famous ancestor. The Messrs. Randolph 
thought the Guillaume copy a very good one. The copy which 
we have, resembles very much the “Edgehill” Stuart sold re- 
cently at a very high price. 

In February, 1858, the committee, recognizing the need of 
a publication issued by the Society, directed the publication of 
the “Virginia Historical Reporter”. Maxwell’s “Virginia His- 
torical Register” ended in July, 1853. A collection of manu- 
script material eminently suited for publication in the “Re- 
porter” was received at this time. Mr. Grigsby in behalf of 
John Henry, Esq., of “Red Hill”, youngest son of Patrick 
Henry presented to the Society a full copy of all of Patrick 
Henry’s letters and papers. These were bound and placed 
among the manuscript collections of the Society, but nothing 
more has ever been heard of them. It is known that several 
members of the Society in 1861, placed valuable manuscripts 
belonging to us in bank vaults, but the fire of 1865 destroyed 
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all such vaults and it is probable that the Henry papers per- 
ished with them. 

Hugh Blair Grigsby continued to be one of the foremost 
members of the Society. In February, 1858, he was thanked 
for the accounts of three great conventions, which he had un- 
dertaken at the suggestion of officers of this Society and for 
its benefit and the “Convention of 1788” was ordered to be 
printed as soon as possible. This was only done in 1890. The 
Society is now considering reprinting the “Convention of 1829- 
30”. 

In 1858 the Society had to remove from the Athenaeum be- 
cause the City was about to sell it. Negotiations were begun 
October 16, 1858, for the use by the Society, the Richmond 
Library Associations, and the Mechanics Institute of the build- 
ing then in course of erection by the last named organization. 
On March 2, 1859, the first meeting was held in the Mechanics 
Institute. This was a house on 9th street facing Bank and was 
burnt in April, 1865. A tablet on the house now there com- 
memorates its later Confederate associations. 

The hospitable custom of a member inviting the Committee 
to meet at his home occurred so often at this time that it has 
been impossible to make a list, but on March 2, 1859, there was 
an invitation from Andrew Johnston, on October 30, 1869, to 
the home of William A. Maury, and later, from Col. H. 
Coalter Cabell and others. On March 25, 1857, Conway Rob- 
inson, Chairman, stated that Mr. Old, of Powhatan, had sent 
a fine saddle of mutton as a present to the Committee. He 
had asked President Rives to attend a short meeting and after 
that adjourned “the saddle would be placed before the Com- 
mittee for discussion”, of course at his own home. 


This acceptable method of showing the members’ appreci- 
ation of the work of the officers and committee, has so far as 
the writer knows, become extinct, with one exception. Some 
years ago a venerable member who fought gallantly with the 
Howitzers from Bethel to Appomattox, and who is yet hap- 
pily, still with us, wrote to the corresponding secretary that 
he had read in the Magazine of Governor Gooch’s praise of 
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Virginia hams sent to England; but that he did not believe any 
governor could send a ham surpassing those from Pittsylvania, 
so he was sending one as a Christmas gift and wished an 
expression of opinion. The people who gathered around that 
ham on Christmas day, unanimously agreed that no Virginia 
executive from John Smith to Governor Byrd, could have pos- 
sibly tasted a better one. 

While the Committee was having pleasant times, it was still 
doing its work for history. On June 15, 1859, it was ordered 
that a manuscript Journal of Washington on a trip through 
New England, presented by J. K. Marshall, should be printed 
in an edition of 1,000 copies. In June, 1860, copies of the 
printed book were received. 


Wark AND RECONSTRUCTION 


In 1860, though the war clouds were just ahead another ef- 
fort was made to secure a permanent building. Jacquelin Tay- 
lor resigned as treasurer and at the same time subscribed 
$250.00 for a permanent building. On April 10 a committee 
was appointed to consider the situation of such a building. 

When the City sold the Athenaeum the Society had to move. 
The story of the next ten years—the tragic period of war and 
reconstruction—was told in compact form in a paper published 
in this Magazine in January, 1926. A part of it will be copied 
here followed by a few details from the minutes. 

“For some months, until arrangements could be made to 
obtain new quarters, the portraits were placed in the Capitol, 
and the books and other parts of the collection boxed and 
stored. 

In October, 1858, the Society rented rooms in the new 
Mechanics Institute building on 9th street opposite Bank, and 
removed its effects. It was difficult to make a complete and 
safe transfer of such collections and as late as July 26, 1860, 
there were manuscripts in the State Library belonging to the 
Society. Dr. Barney was requested by the Executive Com- 
mittee to examine and arrange them and bring them to their 


proper place. 
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The fair prospect continued. Never in its history had the 
Society been more successful, received more valuable gifts and 
pledges of support. A plan was on foot to build a fire-proof 
house and the site chosen was at 8th and Franklin, half a 
square from our present home. 

Then, in 1861, came the crash. The effects of war were 
soon felt. In the latter part of 1861 the Confederate Gov- 
ernment demanded the Mechanics Institute Building and the 
War Department occupied it. History was no longer recorded 
there, but made. A bronze tablet recently placed by the 
Kiwanis Club commemorates the War Department. 

An interesting event of the last year at the Mechanics In- 
stitute was the gift to the Society of the books of the old 
Richmond Library, which had done much good in the city, 
but which had, in October, 1861, decided to dissolve. We 
still have many volumes with the Richmond Library labels. 

When war came the officers and committeemen showed the 
metal of which they were made. By long and careful saving 
and hard work an endowment of $4,614.50 had been accumu- 
lated and invested in Virginia State and Richmond City bonds. 
The Executive Committee directed that these bonds be sold 
and the proceeds lent to the Confederate Government. $6,100.00 
worth of bonds and interest bearing notes were purchased. In 
regard to these one cannot do better than quote Mr. Joseph 
Bryan in his first presidential address, December 14, 1893, at 
the first annual meeting held in the ‘Lee House’. 

‘These original bonds and notes are in our possession and 
have been transferred from our treasury to our archives, where 
they will remain as a perpetual memorial of the participation 
of our Society, to its utmost ability, in the disasters and losses 
which befell our people, whose history was never more glorious 
than at that period when their boundless sacrifices were most 
freely made’. 

The good example set by these gentlemen of 1861 was fol- 
lowed by their successors of 1917-18. When the World War 
began, all the Society’s uninvested money $1,600.00) was used 
to purchase Liberty Bonds, and, though this was a time of 
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great anxiety for our future, the Executive Committee, by 
resolution, made a pledge that, if the time came when there 
was need, the securities representing our endowment fund 
(also the result of strict economy and hard work for twenty- 
five years and consisting of high class bank stock and real 
estate mortgages) should be sold and Liberty Bonds bought. 
In each case it was, proportionally, a mite, but it was all we 
had. 


When the Society was forced to leave the Mechanics Insti- 
tute, permission was obtained to pile, in a small room, as many 
books as it would hold, while the portraits and other property 
were cared for by members of the Committee, especially by 
Dr. Charles G. Barney and Mr. Thomas T. Giles. No com- 
plete record remains as to how all of our collection was dis- 
tributed at this time. Manuscripts and objects of historic in- 
terest were doubtless entrusted to other members of the Com- 
mittee. We know that Mr. Gustavus A. Myers deposited 
valuable manuscripts in the vault of one of the Richmond 
banks where they were destroyed by fire in April, 1865. Other 
articles were certainly removed to the Capitol. After the war 
a report was made to the Executive Committee that there were 
manuscripts and other things in that building which belonged 
to the Society and steps were taken to remove them. The same 
report said that during the war the room in which our prop- 
erty was stored had been accessible to the public and that there 
was evidence of pillaging during that time, as well as during 
the Federal military control. 


Even the little room in the Mechanics Institute could not 
be held long. When it was needed by the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, the City of Richmond gave the Society permission 
to store as many of its effects as possible in a room in a build- 
ing at the southeastern corner of Bank and 10th streets. Again 
the stern needs of war required our storage place. There 
must have been heavy hearts among the friends of the Society ; 
but they were faithful to their trust. Through the influence of 
Judge W. W. Crump, Mr. Memminger, Secretary of the Con- 
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federate Treasury, gave the use of a room in the Custom 
House. 

In April, 1865, came the great fire which destroyed so much 
of the city, and its occupation by Federal troops. Though 
Richmond had met what seemed an almost overwhelming dis- 
aster, those in charge of the interests of the Society showed 
the courage which animated their fellow citizens. The officers 
and members of the Executive Committee were men of affairs 
who had suffered severe reverses in fortune, and the future 
seemed very dark. Conditions were such that they would almost 
have been justified in putting aside all thought of historical 
matters. Instead, they at once did all they could for the 
Society. The indefatigable Dr. Barney, on his return to Rich- 
mond, visited the room in the Custom House, and found that 
the precautions he had taken to protect the books placed there 
had proved ineffectual and had not saved them from pillage. 

Federal officials, as soon as they occupied the building, gave 
peremptory orders for the immediate removal of the books, and 
Dr. Barney had them taken to his own house. 

It is proverbial that three moves are as bad as a fire; but 
with the Historical Society it proved that three moves, even 
with the consequent losses, were better than a fire. In April, 
1865, the Mechanics Institute building was entirely destroyed. 
If we had remained in it all of our possessions would prob- 
ably have been lost. 

During the Reconstruction period no one could pay much 
attention to the past. The only Committee meetings were 
held on January 10, 1866, January 27, 1868, and March 5, 1869. 
In 1867 Dr. Barney (whose action was later approved by the 
Committee) obtained the consent of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, then in a house on the south side of Main street 
between 8th and 9th, to allow him to place 5,553 volume sin 
their rooms. He retained, in his own home, between 450 and 
500 volumes. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee held February 
26, 1870, active efforts to collect the scattered property of the 
Society and to secure rooms were begun. Sub-committees 
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were appointed which reported that Dr. Barney, who was 
leaving Richmond for a time, had delivered twelve portraits 
and other things which had been entrusted to his care. These 
were taken to the home of Mr. Thomas H. Wynne. When 
the Society removed from the Mechanics Institute, fifteen por- 
traits had been placed with Mr. Thomas T. Giles at his home, 
No. 315 Main Street. The report stated that these portraits 
and others which had been located made a total of thirty-six. 

The manuscripts and other things belonging to the Society 
which were in the State Library were removed and were for 
a short time cared for by Mr. William A. Maury; but later 
taken to the residence of Mr. T. H. Wynne, who had offered 
storage room. 

After the disastrous fall, in 1870, of the floor of the Court 
of Appeals Chamber in the Capitol the State bought or leased 
the Old Sycamore Church on the east side of 11th street, a 
little north of Broad. The Court occupied the lower rooms 
and the Historical Society was given the upper part for storage. 
The State government also gave us the use of rooms opening 
out of the second gallery of the State Library. Here the 
Committee meetings were held and part of the collections 
placed. 

The weary wanderers now rested for some years; but there 
were still many difficulties to overcome. The Society could not 
afford to employ regular custodians and it is evident that the 
various rooms were not properly protected. As instances of 
losses after this time, it may be noted that the Committee 
reported the recovery, in 1870 ,of a half life-size terra cotta 
bust of Dr. James McClurg and that in 1871 Col. Frank G. 
Ruffin presented a terra cotta bust of Judge Spencer Roane. 
These disappeared before 1881. When Mr. Brock removed 
the portraits to the Westmoreland Club he could only find 28 
of the 36 existing in 1870. It is probable that in some cases 
the frames had been broken and the portraits rolled up and 
misplaced. 

The loss of books was particularly severe. In August 1875 
the Corresponding Secretary removed from the Young Men’s 
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Christian Association 4,235 volumes of the 5,553 which had 
been placed there in 1867. The Society had no criticism for 
the Y. M.C. A. Doubtless the Association had lost an equal 
proportion of its own books, and had it not been for the gen- 
erous offer of space we might be now without any books re- 
ceived before 1875. 

It is with something of a heart-ache that one reads in the 
old minutes of so many things of value now gone forever. But, 
really, we have cause for profound gratitude that so much is 
left. 

The officers of the Society and the members of the Executive 
Committee between 1860 and 1870 who did this great work for 
us should forever be held in grateful memory by all members 
of this Society and all who love Virginia’s past. It would 
be a very fitting tribute to place their names and a statement 
of what they did on a bronze tablet in our house. 

They were: William C. Rives, Jacquelin P. Taylor, Gus- 
tavus A. Myers, Charles G. Barney, George W. Bagby, Thomas 
T. Giles, Thomas H. Ellis, George W. Randolph, Andrew 
Johnston, Conway Robinson, William A. Maury, Archer An- 
derson, H. Coalter Cabell, Thomas H. Wynne, Beverley R. 
Wellford, Jr., William H. Macfarland, Rev. J. L. M. Curry 
and Anthony M. Keiley. 

Returning to some details, derived from the minutes, we find 
that the Society was as interested in recent history as in that 
of the past. At a meeting held June 19, 1860, William N. Mc- 
Donald, of Winchester, was asked to write a history of the 
John Brown raid. Mr. McDonald promised to undertake the 
work but the approach of war possibly prevented him from 
completing it. It would have been a very valuable addition 
to history as he was in a position to give a full and accurate 
account of this momentous event. 

On January 26, 1860, a letter was received from the trustees 
of the Mechanics Institute charging that the Historical Society 
and the Richmond Library had not carried out there contracts 
with the Institute. An indignant reply was made by the 
Society denying all statements made by the Institute, and of- 
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fering to cancel the contract and seek new quarters as soon as 
possible. 

The last meeting of the Executive Committee until after the 
war between the states was held on March 2, 1861, and the 
purchase of Confederate bonds was ordered, as has been al- 
ready described. This order was signed by G. A. Myers, 
Thomas H. Ellis, Thomas T. Giles, Andrew Johnston, George 
W. Randolph and Arthur A. Morson. 

On January 10, 1866, when it required great faith to believe 
the Society could be revived, a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee was held with G. A. Myers, C. G. Barney, Thomas 
H. Ellis, Andrew Johnston and Thomas T. Giles present. 
There was but little the committee could do, but it confirmed 
an arrangement made with Dr. Barney in 1860 for the re- 
printing of Hamor. Dr. Barney also presented the Confeder- 
ate bonds which the Committee had ordered him to purchase. 

On June 27, 1868, another Committee meeting was held, with 
Conway Robinson in the chair. The first friendly advance 
from the North was received at this meeting. The Massachu- 
setts Historical Society sent as gifts, the original manuscript 
of a narrative of Bacon’s Rebellion, a printed copy of it, and 
a number of volumes of the publications of the Massachusetts 
Society. The Virginia Society replied in very cordial terms. 

Mr. Robinson, always hopeful and helpful, said that not- 
withstanding the different condition of the State, the effort to 
erect a fireproof building for the Society should be continued. 

On June 23, 1868, on motion of Mr. Giles, a committee was 
appointed to ascertain the condition of the books, manuscripts, 
portraits and other property of the Society. W. W. Cor- 
coron of Washington, gave $100.00, and James T. Suttor of 
New York, W. W. Galt and Brother, of Washington, and John 
William Wallace, of Philadelphia, also made liberal donations. 

During this year the Society lost its honored President, Wil- 
liam Cabell Rives. His death was announced by Vice-President 
William H. Macfarland at a meeting held in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates on March 10, 1870. Resolutions were 
adopted which show the affection and respect which the Society 
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felt for Mr. Rives. At this meeting a sub-committee reported 
that it had been endeavoring to replace the lost endowment and 
that $500.00 had been collected. 

On January 3 ,1870, Hugh Blair Grigsby was elected presi- 
dent and a committee appointed to consider the publication of 
a periodical. 

The meeting of November 19, 1870, was held at the house 
of Col. Archer Anderson. Conway Robinson resigned the 
office of chairman of the Executive Committee, and in a reso- 
lution by Thomas T. Giles, it was stated that Mr. Robinson 
had been a member of the Society since its beginning and that 
once had saved the Society from dissolution. There were 
other able officers and committeemen who loved the Society 
and did good work for it; but it is certain, to those who read 
the minutes that Conway Robinson, was long our leading 
member as a member of the committee and an officer. His 
usefulness did not end with his death for the gift of his 
daughter, Miss Agnes C. Robinson, of a large portion of his 
library, many valuable manuscripts and articles of old furni- 
ture, associated with him, makes him still a worker for us. 


Fortunately we have two fine portraits of him. 

At the meeting of February 26, 1870, Messrs. Giles and 
Wynne from the sub-committee which had been directed to 
trace and reclaim the scattered collections of the Society re- 
ported that books and pamphlets had been deposited with the 
Y. M. C. A. and receipt given by that Association for 2,783 
volumes, and on July 18, 1869, another receipt had been given 
for another deposit of 2,768 volumes, making a total of 5,351. 
These had been loaned by Dr. Barney by order of our Execu- 
tive Committee. A catalogue is stated to have been then (1870) 
in the possession of the Executive Committee. The sub-com- 
mittee had received from Dr. Barney, 450 or 500 volumes, a 
large lot of newspapers and periodicals, and twelve of the por- 
traits which had been deposited in the personal care of Mr. 
Wynnne. Dr. Barney, who had been caring for the various 
things he turned over, stated that he had other property of the 
Society which he would return as soon as he had access to them. 
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The sub-committee had obtained from the Capitol a portrait 
of Lord Culpeper, a half-size terra cotta bust of Dr. James 
McClurg and some Indian relics. It was the recollection of 
members of the committee and the Society that these articles 
were placed in the Capitol when the Society was compelled to 
leave the Mechanics Institute at the time the Confederate gov- 
ernment took possession. 

The committee called attention to the very bad condition of 
the State records, many being stored in the upper rooms of the 
Capitol and unlisted. Since the War many had been scattered 
or separated. Many maps belonging to the State collection had 
been sold by a firm in New York and numerous valuable Vir- 
ginia documents had been sold by New York and Philadelphia 
auction houses. 

The committee also reported that they were unable to find 
any minutes following 1838, nor up to December 16, 1847. 
During this time it was believed the annual meetings of the 
Society were suspended, though it is possible that the Executive 
Committee may have occasionally met. 

The history of the Society and its collections between 1860 
and 1870 is of such importance, that, even with some dupli- 
cation, a summary made at this time by Wm. A. Maury is 
worth reprinting : 

“Mr. William A. Maury from the sub-committee reported: 
In the course of the late war the Society experienced many 
vicissitudes—its library and other property were moved sev- 
eral times. Some of its effects including a valuable cabinet of 
Indian relics were stored in the Capitol. The committee re- 
gret to report that of these effects the cabinet and other prop- 
erty of value have been taken away by persons to the committee 
unknown. The last place of deposit during the war of much of 
the residue of the Society’s property—including the library was 
the Custom House where it remained until after the return of 
peace when it was on short notice ordered to be removed by 
the Federal authorities. At this juncture when the exigencies 
of the public service were represented to admit of no delay or 
indulgence and when all this property—of really great value— 
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was in imminent peril of being turned out doors—the preser- 
vation of it was due entirely to the single handed efforts of 
Dr. Charles G. Barney, the Treasurer of the Society, who at 
his own expense took it to his residence in this city where it 
remained until its removal was rendered necessary by the Treas- 
urer’s change of abode. The valuable services of this gentle- 
man cannot be too highly estimated by the Society and the 
committee feel sure that they will be gratefully remembered. 


A sub-committee has for some time been laboriously engaged 
in making a catalogue and inventory of the library and effects 
of the Society—although its work is not yet done the sub- 
committee has through its chairman, Thomas T. Giles, Esq., 
made an able and highly satisfactory and interesting report of 
its progress. By that report it appears that there remain of the 
library of the Society fully six thousand volumes—that it is 
highly probable the whole of the Society’s gallery of historical 
portraits is saved though some of them are more or less in- 
jured—but none irreparably and that many manuscripts have 
been preserved: but the sub-committee was not prepared to 
report whether that collection had suffered or not. 

The preservation of this valuable property has been a source 
of great anxiety and embarrassment to the committee with an 
exhausted treasury—they have been powerless and the Society 
will hear with profound concern that this property is still in 
the custody of different persons. The larger part of the books, 
amounting to over four thousand volumes is on the shelves of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association and the rest of them 
together with the other effects of the Society is in the hands of 
several members of the committee. 

For this state of things to continue longer the committee make 
bold to say would be a great reproach to the people of Vir- 
ginia—and it is apparent that until the Society has a habitation 
and a suitable place to put its effects in, it is impossible for it 
to enter upon the great work or hope to be more than a mere 
abstraction—enlisting no active sympathy—or take its place by 
the side of sister institutions.” 
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All of our officers and committeemen were deeply interested 
in the effort to free Virginia from the oppressions of Recon- 
struction. The last effort to deprive the people of Virginia 
of their rights under the constitution was the attempt made by 
George Cahoon the military appointee as mayor of Richmond 
to prevent H. K. Ellyson, who was elected by the people of 
Richmond, from holding the office. There was great excite- 
ment, each mayor had a police force, there was fighting in 
the streets and around the station houses. Children (some of 
them afterwards officers of this Society) sang with great gleee: 

“Up in a balloon, boys, 
Up in a balloon, 
Flying around the station-house 
Shooting at Cahoon.” 

The dispute finally came before the Court of Appeals. Great 
crowds attended the sessions and packed the court room. Sud- 
denly the floor of the room crashed to the floor below. A large 
number of people were killed and wounded. 

On June 3, 1870, a committee comprised of William A. 
Maury, John L. Marye and Dr. Barney was requested to rep- 
resent the Society at the ceremonies to be held in regard to the 
Capitol disaster, and the Rev. Dr. M. D. Hoge asked to write 
an account of it. 

Another motion called on the Legislature to take action in 
regard to the public records. 

On November 10, 1870, the first annual meeting since the 
beginning of the War was held. A new constitution was 
adopted, as was a resolution offered by Mr. Maury, expressing 
the Society’s deep regret at the Capitol disaster. 

Though most of the members of the Executive Committee 
were town men, they were much interested in farming and on 
June 3, 1871, the meeting was adjourned on account of the 
meeting of the State Agricultural Society. At this time the 
fair ground was a meeting place for people from all over Vir- 
ginia, and thousands of old friends met for the only time 
during the year. The stockholders were entitled to season 
tickets which admitted them and their families. 
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The matter of erecting a fireproof house was again taken up 
in a letter from H. B. Grigsby to the meeting of January 3, 
1871. 

Lack of means which has so often plagued us was empha- 
sized and on April 5, 1872, when the Corresponding Secretary 
reported that the dues for the last year had not been collected, 
and there was no money for the simplest needs of the Society, 
even for postage. 

After the fall, in 1870, of the floor of the chamber of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals in the Capitol the State bought or 
leased the old Sycamore Church on the east side of 11th street 
a little north of Broad. The Court occupied the lower floor 
and the Society was allowed to use the upper floor as a storage 
place. At the same time the State gave the use of rooms open- 
ing on the gallery of the State Library. Here meetings were 
held and a part of the collections placed. 

The Society must soon have gotten into better financial con- 
ditions for in April, 1874, Conway Robinson wrote suggesting 
that the matter of a monument to George Wythe be taken up. 

Thomas H. Wynne, who so long had been a most valuable 
officer of the Society and had contributed to Virginia history 
by the publication of several valuable books, died, leaving his 
collection of Virginia books to the Society. It is evident that 
the Executive Committee ascertained that the money derived 
from a sale of these books would be useful to Mr. Wynne’s 
family and on motion of Anthony M. Keiley, waived their 
rights under the will in favor of Mrs. Wynne. 


The years 1873, ’74, 75 seem to have been a comparatively 
inactive period. Meetings were regularly held, new members 
were elected and many gifts of books, etc., were received; but 
the minutes usually show that the meetings were short and 
little business transacted. In the absence of pressing matters, 
meetings at private houses, which had again become frequent, 
furnished pleasant substitutes. The hosts were Thomas T. 
Giles, William A. Maury, Thomas H. Wynne, A. M. Keiley, 
Col. Archer Anderson, George A. Barksdale and others. Ef- 
forts to secure historic material still continued. In 1872 a cir- 
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cular, signed by Mr. Giles, was sent out asking for gifts of 
every kind relating to the Confederacy. 

The Society did not at that time receive many Confederate 
relics, except numbers of pamphlets and books. We have 
given two valuable relics to the Confederate Museum and in 
numerous instances have advised that such things be given to 
the Museum. 

There have been several gifts we prize so highly that we shall 
always retain them. Among them are swords from Gettysburg 
and the Crater, a life mask of General Lee, by Clark Mills, 
given in 1924 by Mr. C. Powell Minnigerode; an oil portrait 
of General Lee by Bruce, believed to have been the only one 
made between 1861-65; a lithograph of ‘Prayer in Stonewall 
Jackson’s Camp”, given by Mr. S. B. Adkins; a colored draw- 
ing, “A Mess of the Richmond Blues”, from Mr, R. L. Ches- 
terman ; a framed full length photograph of General Lee, 1865, 
from Mr. David I. Bushnell, Jr.; tracings of the working 
plans of the Confederate Steamer Virginia (Merrimac), by 
J. L. Porter, given by Capt. C. C. Walton, Jr.; one of the orig- 
inal triplicate copies of the original articles of surrender, April 
10, 1865, signed by three officers appointed by General Grant 
and three by General Lee, and one of the official copies of 
General Lee’s commission as military adviser to the President. 
This particular copy is addressed to General Albert Sidney 
Johnston. 

Our list of gifts shows many other items of Confederate 
interest, of slightly less general importance than those which 
have been mentioned but space will not permit them to be in- 
cluded. 

It is hoped that some day a full list of all gifts made to us 
since the organization of the Society in 1831 will be compiled. 

On October 15, 1873, the Corresponding Secretary reported 
that since the last meeting, he had removed from the Y. M. C. 
A. a library of 3,733 volumes and placed them in the Court 
of Appeals building. The books had deteriorated by hard 
usage and the breaking of sets. At the January 7, 1896, meet- 
ing it was reported that by the assistance of Dr. Barney 502 











324 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


additional volumes had been removed from the Y. M. C. A. 
and that Dr. Barney had also delivered nine books and two 
volumes of manuscripts. 

At the October, 1875, meeting, Mr. Brock reported that a 
plaster bust of James Madison had been delivered to him, as 
the property of the Society by Mrs. T. H. Wynne. He was 
informed by Mr. Peyton Johnston that the bust was presented 
to the Society by Mr. John Willis, of Orange County. It was 
probably made about 1821 by one Brauer. Later the bust was 
sent to Mr. Valentine’s studio for cleaning, and was forgotten 
for a number of years until Mr. Valentine discovered it and 
returned it to the Society. It is now in our possession. Mr. 
Gaillard Hunt, the editor of the standard edition of Madison’s 
writings, pronounced it the best likeness in existence. 

The adoption of a seal for the Society had been discussed 
before the War but no action had been taken. In 1875 the 
matter was again taken up, and a committee appointed. Mr. 
Brock, a member of the committee, read at one meeting a 
learned paper on the Colonial Seals of Virginia, and on Octo- 
ber 15, 1875, submitted a design for a seal. It represented: 
1. The ruins of Jamestown. 2. An Indian presenting a tribute 
of tobacco to Prince Henry (the friend of Raleigh and of Vir- 
ginia). 3. The present arms of the State of Virginia. 4. A 
repetition of the first. Crest: a bust of Queen Elizabeth, 
proper—supporters those of the Virginia Company’s arms, and 
a scroll for a motto. In the remaining space between it and 
the legend, a rose and a thistle, a tobacco leaf and blossom, 
symbols of England, Scotland and Virginia. The legend, in 
exergue, “The Virginia Historical Society, chartered in 1833”. 

At the January 7, 1876 meeting Mr. Brock suggested an 
alteration of the seal by adding in the fieid, “Organized De- 
cember 29, 1831”. On March 3, 1876, the seal was adopted. 

At this meeting Andrew W. Kercheval was requested to 
write a life of Governor James Wood. It was stated that he 
was willing to undertake the work. Miss Elizabeth Byrd 
Nicholas offered to the Society for publication her large col- 
lection of copies of letters of the Byrd family to be illustrated 
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by many portraits. The committee found it then too expen- 
sive to undertake. Fortunately she gave copies to the late 
George H. Byrd, of New York, (a member of the Scoiety) 
and they descended to his two sons, each of whom offered to 
allow us to copy them for publication. We had accepted first 
the offer of Mr. William Byrd, of New York, and the letters 
and portraits are now in course of publication in our Magazine. 

On October 5, 1876, certain portraits were lent to the Phila- 
delphia Exposition and on motion of Mr. Henry a manuscript 
history of Virginia by Edmund Randolph was lent to Peter V. 
Daniel with a view to its future publication, and Mr. Daniel 
was also asked to republish his “Vindication of Edmund Ran- 
dolph” which was out of print and very scarce. 

At the meeting of June 20, 1878, Mr. Daniel in a letter dated 
June 8, stated that the manuscript sent him had been received 
by the Society from John H. McCue. He also stated that such 
a manuscript volume had once belonged to N. F. Cabell (who 
had evidently given it to the Society) but that the manuscript 
now in the possession of the Society was not the same and 
urged that it be not published. The Executive Committee 
replied that the manuscript volume which was presented to 
the Society in 1860 by N. F. Cabell, had been deposited in a 
bank vault by G. A. Myers and was destroyed by fire April 3, 
1865. At the time of this discussion Mr. Cabell did not see 
the copy the Society had; but thought, from Mr. Daniel’s de- 
scription, that it was not the one he once owned. 

The question of identity remains unsolved for some one may 
have made a mistake. Men who were members of the com- 
mittee at that time told the writer that a pledge was made to 
Mr. Daniel that the Society’s copy should never be published 
as a whole. 

On April 6, 1877, “Condere et Tradere” was adopted as the 
motto of the Society. N. F. Cabell offered to prepare a 
post-Revolutionary history of Virginia. Mr. Brock was di- 
rected to consult with him; but this most valuable work was 
never done. We have no such history of any value, even now; 
but fortunately Dr. Richard L. Morton, of William and Mary, 
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(a member of this Society) is now at work on a volume which 
will be the first of such a history. Mr. Daniel promised to 
reprint the “Vindication”. 

From its organization to the present day (with one excep- 
tion) the Society has been greatly handicapped by the lack of 
a proper house, and lack of money. Efforts were frequently 
made before 1877 to secure funds to build or buy proper 
quarters. Its members have always struggled bravely and 
have done great work for Virginia history; but what has been 
done is far less than what could have been done if proper 
fireproof accommodations could have been obtained for housing 
the library, portraits, manuscripts, etc., and if its finances had 
been sufficiently large to enable it to carry out various plans 
for necessary work on Virginia history. 

On June 20, 1878, plans for a house for the Society were 
presented in a definite way. Mr. Ott read the following propo- 
sition for a hall for the Society: 

“1. Building to be located, say on the corner of Franklin 
near 8th street or other point convenient to the Capitol, to be 
two stories high, both good pitch, two sides pressed brick, 
trimmings granite or brown stone, and made fireproof—the 
whole to cost, equipped, say $50,000, exclusive of lot—which 
latter, the city might, by proper effort, be induced to donate, 
as nothing could present a greater attraction to strangers than 
the contents of this building. 

2. First story to be occupied by the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety ; the second story by the Southern Historical Society and 
the Virginia Art Association; two-thirds to former and one- 
third to latter. 

3. To raise the money—but little can be hoped for from 
people in the State, the times are altogether too hard—our de- 
pendence then is mainly on Virginians residing elsewhere in 
the country, and who are able to contribute. Let a certain ter- 
ritory be allotted to each member of the Executive Committee, 
including the officers, to canvass, and wherever any of them 
have friends in Europe well disposed towards Virginia, let 
these good people be applied to. In every case a specific sum 
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should be asked for, the same of course, to be regulated ac- 
cording to the fortunes of the persons applied to. Virginians 
living in the North, West, and on the Pacific coast, can be 
ascertained through letters addressed to Presidents of Boards 
of Trade and Chambers of Commerce, in the sections men- 
tioned. 

The references to the books of any. of the Commercial 
Agencies will throw light on their financial ability—a paper 
for this purpose not too long, should be prepared by say, Major 
Keiley. 

Rev. John Wm. Jones, Secretary of the Southern Historical 
Society will attend to the Southern States, in the direction of 
his portion of the building and Mr. Ed. Valentine might work 
something for the art portion. 

Gen. Roger A. Pryor and Judge Wm. Fullerton would be 
useful in New York; Mr. Charles Levi Woodbury in Boston; 
Mr. Henry Cary Baird in Philadlephia; Genl. Bradley John- 
son for Baltimore, and Mr. Wm. A. Maury for Washington. 

4. After the building is finished, enough money should be 
raised from the annual dues of members to pay salary of secre- 
tary, necessary contingent expenses, including the Society’s 
publications. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Ott, Cabell and Brock 
was appointed to consider the said proposition.” 

Mr. Ott reported that the late Col. Thomas J. Massie, of 
Arrington, Nelson County, had bequeathed a very extensive 
collection of valuable papers, extending over a period of near- 
ly two hundred years. These had been received and placed in 
a bank vault for safe keeping. These papers are still in the 
possession of the Society together with a pair of duelling pis- 
tols in a mahogany box, and a silk sash captured at the battle 
of Germantown and worn by Col. Massie’s ancestor, Major 
Thomas Massie, who served with distinction throughout the 
Revolution. 

At this meeting a very unique and interesting gift was made. 
It is not now in the Society’s collections, and it is believed that 
at the request of an Episcopal congregation, representing the 





328 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


old church, it was given to them—“From Ro. Skipwith, Esq., 
Goochland County, thro’ Charles Ellis, Esq., an altar cloth 
which belonged to the old Episcopal Church of Licking Hole, 
Goochland Co., which was situated on the old Richmond and 
Charlottesville Stage Road, about 6 miles from Goochland C. 
H. The old church has disappeared and nothing now marks 
the spot but a few patriarchal oaks. The cloth which is of fine 
linen damask, was after the demolition of the old church placed 
in the hands of Mrs. Skipwith, the wife of the present donor— 
Jane Rolfe, daughter of Col. Wm. Bolling of Bolling Hall, 
Goochland Co., Va. She died Feb. —, 1867. The figures 
woven into the cloth tell the tale of the siege of Jericho by 
Joshua. Joshua is mounted and resplendent in the armor of 
the middle ages. The inscription is in Latin.” 

Mr. Skipwith copied the inscription, though it was so faded 
it is not quite legible; but it is evidently Joshua’s famous cry, 
given in the English version as “Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gebeon; and thou, Moon, in the Valley of Agalon”. “There 
also appears some other words in the same tongue. A curious 
anachronism is displayed in the bombardment of Jericho with 
cannon and mortars. Other quaint objects are to be seen 
among the designs.” 


On July 1, 1878, a committee appointed to consider the 
proposition of Mr. Ott stated that a lot at the corner of 8th 
and Franklin (a few doors below our present house), 75 by 
120 feet would cost $8,240.00. A later report stated that the 
fever prevalent in the South and the continued financial de- 
pression made it impracticable to attempt to build at this time. 


The housing problem was soon put in a much better con- 
dition than during the time the Society had the use of upper 
rooms in the Capitol. The Westmoreland Club made a most 
generous and timely offer of rooms for books and of wall space 
for manuscripts and portraits. At a meeting held at the 
Club on September 23, 1879, it was directed that all portraits 
and valuable manuscripts, suitable for framing should be 
loaned to the Club, in accordance with an agreement recorded 
in the minutes. On December 19, 1879, it was ordered that 
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the portraits of Edmund Pendleton and John Marshall in the 
Court of Appeals room, and of President Monroe in the State 
Library, should be reclaimed and placed in the Westmoreland 
Club. Is it possible that in many years of movement and con- 
fusion, the Committee forgot or did not know what portraits 
had been deposited in various places? 

On May 15, 1880, Mr. Keiley offered a resolution by which 
the Executive Committee of the Society express “their appre- 
ciation of the generous offer of the Westmoreland Club in 
tendering rooms for the accommodation of their Library at the 
Club House.” 


Though the Society’s means were small it took part in 
doing honor to great men. On June 25, 1880, Mr. Henry 
received a letter from that very distinguished man and good 
friend of this Society, Robert C. Winthrop, of Boston, sug- 
gesting that the Virginia Historical Society should make a 
subscription to a memorial window to Sir Walter Raleigh in 
course of erection in St. Margaret’s Church, London. On 
motion of Judge Wellford $50.00 was subscribed. Mr. Grigs- 
by contributed an additional $10.00. 


At a called meeting of the Committee July 29, 1880, it was 
stated that William Green, second Vice-President had died that 
morning at 8 A. M. at his residence at 7th and Main streets. 
On motion Mr. Henry was requested to prepare a memorial 
of the life and service of Mr. Green and it was resolved that 
the Committee attend his funeral in a body. Thus passed one 
of the most devoted members of the Society in his day. His 
successor on the Executive Committee, chosen December 17, 


1880, was Edward V. Valentine. 


The Society had not long afterwards another great loss. At 
a called meeting of the Committee April 30, 1881, action was 
taken on the death of Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL. D., President 
of the Society. Mr. Grigsby had been for years an active 
worker in the field of Virginia history, in which he was deeply 
learned. He was always foremost in efforts to benefit the 
Society and increase its usefulness, and his three books, indis- 
pensable for a knowledge of our history; The Conventions of 
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1775-6; and those of 1788 and 1829-30, had been written at 
the suggestion of officers of the Society or at the request of 
the Committee. He was an intimate friend of Robert C. Win- 
throp, and the letters they wrote to each other on the 4th of 
July during many years, collected by Mr. R. C. Winthrop, 
Jr., and Mr. Carrington Grigsby, are now, in a bound volume 
in the library of this Society and are of great interest. The 
Executive Committee adopted the following resolutions: The 
object of the meeting being to take action regarding the death 
of the Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL. D., the President of 
the Society, Mr. Henry, offered the following preamble and 
resolutions which were unanimously adopted: 


“Whereas this Committee has just learned of the death of 
the Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL. D., President of this 
Society, which occurred at ‘Edge Hill’, his residence in the 
county of Charlotte, on Thursday, the 28th instant; be it 


Resolved, That we cannot too deeply deplore the heavy loss 
which we have sustained in the death of one whose devotion to 
the interest of the Society, united to his great learning and 
accomplishments have been so effective in forwarding the 
objects for which this Society was formed. 


Resolved, That the Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL. D., by his 
natural endowments, by his passionate devotion to learning in 
all of its forms, by his conspicuous purity of life, and by his 
invaluable contributions to the history and literature of his 
native state, has deserved as he has enjoyed, the admiration, 
the love, and gratitude of his fellow-citizens, and has been rec- 
ognized beyond the borders of his state as a fitting type of the 
men who have shed so great a lustre around the name of 
Virginia, 

Resolved, That Dr. Charles G. Barney and Mr. George A. 
Barksdale be appointed on behalf of this Society to attend the 
funeral obsequies of the deceased in the city of Norfolk and 
that a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to his widow and 
children, with the assurance of our deep sympathy with them 
in their heavy affliction.” 
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On May 7, 1881, the Society began to take part in the vari- 
ous centennials of the year. Acknowledgments were made to 
the committee in charge of the unveiling of the column com- 
memorating the victory at the Cowpens and Messrs. Curry, 
Keiley, Wellford, Anderson and Cabell were appointed repre- 
sentatives of the Society at the unveiling, and on June 18, 
1881, the Corresponding Secretary was directed to correspond 
with other state historical societies with a view to the proper 
celebration of the Yorktown Centennial. 

On July 23, 1881, a letter from W. W. Corcoran, of Wash- 
ington, stated that he had bought the Dinwiddie Papers for 
the Society. This was one of the most important collections of 
papers ever received and, when published made a highly im- 
portant contribution to Virginia history. Mr. Corcoran’s gen- 
erosity to the Society was long continued and it is to be hoped 
that some day his portrait may be added to our collection. 

The Committee valued the Dinwiddie Papers so highly that 
not long afterwards it practically refused a request of the 
donor. On April 6, 1882, Mr. Corcoran requested that these 
papers be lent to George Bancroft, the historian. At a meeting 
of the Committee on this date a resolution, offered by Mr. 
Keiley, was adopted. It directed that Mr. Corcoran be in- 
formed of the extreme reluctance of the Committee to allow 
these papers to be taken out of its hands, and asked if there 
was not some other way in which Mr. Bancroft could use them. 

Mr. Corcoran apparently did not press the matter; but at 
the next meeting a week later, sent $500.00 to aid in the 
publication. 

On December 14, 1882, a resolution was adopted directing 
the editor of the Dinwiddie Papers to conform strictly and 
exactly to the text and to insert no extraneous matter. 

The Society was now in a greatly improved condition. On 
September 2, 1881, the treasurer reported receipts for the year 
$2,634.02, and disbursements $1,521.22. In February, 1882, 
we had 592 members. 

On February 20, 1882, the Committee petitioned Congress 
to publish the old manuscripts relating to Virginia, now in 
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the Library of Congress. This request, was in part, com- 
plied with in 1906 when the Library of Congress published 
“The Records of the Virginia Company.” 

This Society and the Virginia State Library have published 
many other papers from the collection in the Library of Con- 
gress. 

On February 2, 1883, Alexander H. H. Stewart, the leader 
of the “Committee of Nine,” which had secured from Presi- 
dent Grant, permission for the people of Virginia to vote sepa- 
rately on several provisions in the Constitution prepared by 
the “Black and Tan Convention,” was requested to prepare an 
account of the “Committee of Nine.” He did so, making an 
important addition to the history of reconstruction in Virginia. 
It was published by the Society. 

On March 15, 1884, the Society expressed its great pleasure 
at the near approach of the completion of the great monu- 
ment to Washington at Washington City and it was deter- 
mined that the Executive Committee should attend the cere- 
monies. The Committee also expressed its gratitude at the - 
selection of the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts, 
as the orator of the occasion. 

On February 27, 1886, the Corresponding Secretary and 
Librarian was instructed not to allow any members of the 
Society or any other person to remove any manuscript from 
the Society’s rooms. This order still is in force, except when 
special permission is given by the Committee. 

During 1886, 1887 and the beginning of 1888 little of any 
importance (according to the minutes) was done by the Com- 
mittee or the Society. Meetings of the Committee were regu- 
larly held but the minutes frequently do not mention any im- 
portant business transactions. Yet the “Official Letters of 
Alexander Spotswood, Lieutenant Governor of Virginia,” R. 
A. Brock, editor, was published in 1882 and 1883; “The Offi- 
cial Records of Robert Dinwiddie, Lt. Governor of Virginia,” 
R. A. Brock, editor, 2 vols., 1883 and 1884; “Documents Chief- 
ly Unpublished relating to the Huguenot Emmigration to Vir- 
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ginia, R. A. Brock, editor, 1 Vol. 1886, and “Miscellaneous 
Papers,” R. A. Brock, editor, 1 Vol., 1887, were published. 

These were among the most valuable contributions the So- 
ciety ever made to Virginia history. 

The Spotswood Letters were lent many years before by John 
R. Spotswood, of Orange County, to George W. Featherston- 
haugh, author and geologist, who carried them to England. 
They were thought to have been lost but in 1873 were bought 
by the Society from Mr. Featherstonhaugh’s widow. It is sup- 
posed that an arrangement was made with the Spotswood heirs ; 
but there is no mention of any claim by them. 

During the last two years the Executive Committee fre- 
quently met weekly, a custom not in vogue before or afterwards, 
but during this time there had been no annual meetings until 
January 27, 1888, when one was held in the Hall of the House 
of Delegates with Col. Archer Anderson presiding. The Cor- 
responding Secretary stated that during the past six years the 
Society had issued annual volumes which had been accepted as 
authority. Its library, constantly increasing, numbered 15,000 
titles. Since its organization in 1831 it had been entirely sup- 
ported by membership dues or individual gifts. The members 
were at the time of this meeting: Life, 38; honorary, 11; cor- 
responding, 24, and annual, 348. After the business session 
Mr. Thomas Nelson Page delivered an address on “The Needs 
of History in the South and the Importance of Preserving 
Material Towards It.” 


Shortly afterwards the Society lost its greatest benefactor. 
On February 25, 1888, resolutions were adopted in regard to 
the death of W. W. Corcoran and W. W. Henry, E. V. Valen- 
tine, and T. N. Page were requested to attend the funeral. 

Still another loss came about the same time; that of a gentle- 
man who had been for years one of the leaders of the Society. 
On February 16, 1888, resolutions were adopted in regard to 
Col. H. Coalter Cabell, deceased, and on February 20, 1890, his 
son J. Alston Cabell was elected a member of the committee. 


On October 20, 1890, it was reported that the Hon. R. C. 
Winthrop, long one of the best friends of the Society would 
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soon be in Richmond as the guest of Dr. Curry, and it was 
resolved that the officers and committee call on him in a body; 
but on June 6, 1891, Dr. Curry stated that Mr. Winthrop’s 
extreme illness would prevent him from making the proposed 
Visit. 

On January 26, 1891, Mr. William Wirt Henry was elected 
President in the place of Mr. Stuart and was requested to 
prepare a tribute to his predecessor, which should be recorded 
in the minutes. 

On January 27, 1891, a committee, of which Lyon G, Tyler 
was chairman, determined that as a method to popularize the 
Society, seven papers on various subjects relating to Virginia 
history, should be read at the next annual meeting. At a meet- 
ing on December 19, 1891, the papers were read. They were 
published in 1892, and, as Vol. XI, were the last of the “Collec- 
tions.” 

A gloomy season now settled on the Society ; but as the rights 
and wrongs of the various discussions cannot be understood 
from the minutes and as it was a period of which those who 
remained officers and members of the Executive Committee 
never talked, it is needless to enter into details. It is evident, 
however, that the cause of the trouble was loss of members 
and of income, and that the Society had for a number of years 
past undertaken the publication of a series of volumes, valu- 
able, but too expensive for our resources. 

At this meeting of June 27, 1891, Professor James M. Gar- 
nett called attention to the low condition of the finances of the 
Society which he called “bankrupt.” Dr. Palmer said that 
unless conditions changed the Society would not last a year. 
As a measure to build up an endowment the Society at this 
time directed that all life-membership dues should be added to 
the permanent fund, no part of which should be used except 
the interest. 

There was at meetings at this period, much discussion of 
salaries and expenses, some of it bitter in tone. It was stated 
that the occupation of rooms in the Westmoreland Club, made 
the Library practically inaccessable to the general membership. 
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war-time home of Gen. Robert E. Lee at 707 E. Franklin St., 
as it appeared at that time (1861-65). 
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A Home At Last 


Just as the condition of the Society seemed to many mem- 
bers, very hopeless, we were saved. 

On May 9, 1892, Mr. Brock read a letter from Mr. Joseph 
Bryan in behalf of Mrs. John Stewart and her daughters, 
asking if the Society would wish to occupy the house at 707 
East Franklin street (occupied by Mr. English) on a lease for 
ten years, reserving for the use of Mrs. Stewart’s family the 
two basement rooms. The letter also asked if the Society 
would permit the A. P. V. A. and other organizations to hold 
their meetings in the parlors of the house. Mrs. Stewart 
stated that her family would pay all taxes. 

A committee was appointed to give the Society’s thanks to 
Mrs. Stewart and her daughters and to consider the propo- 
sition. 

The committee, Dr. William P. Palmer, chairman, recom- 
mended to the Society to accept, without delay, “this oppor- 
tune and magnificent gift.” The possession, by lease, was al- 
tered to a gift of the entire house (the use of the lower rooms 
being later given up by Mrs. Stewart’s family) and the only 
condition, a very wise one, was that if the house ceased to be 
used by the Historical Society it should revert to the Stewart 
estate. The President of the Society was requested to make 
proper acknowledgment to the donors. 

After its years of moving from one set of rooms to another 
and of storage of its collections in places where they could 
not be used and were subjected to great loss, the removal to 707 
East Franklin, gave the Society a new life. The building 
which had the prestige of having been General Lee’s war-time 
home, was a large, strong and commodious one. Even the par- 
tition walls were substantially built of brick. It had ample 
space for all the property we then had, with room for many 
additions. 

The house has eight large rooms, four small ones, and sev- 
eral large halls and passages, besides a very large bathroom. 
One wonders how many people it took to heat it when we see 
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ten fire-places, none of them now in use. The three back 
porches were favorite resting places for General Lee, and 
though somewhat a fire-risk, they have been kept in good condi- 
tion on his account. Several photographs of General Lee show 
him sitting or standing on a brick pavement, at the back door of 
the basement floor. At that time it was the custom to have 
the dining room in the cool basement, and this brick flooring 
under the first floor porch was evidently a favorite place with 
the General. The carved chair which is shown in several of 
these photographs is said to have been used by Mrs. Lee on 
her hurried trip from the “White House” to Richmond, and 
was the only piece of furniture brought by the Lees to Rich- 
mond. They rented the house furnished. 

At a meeting of the committee held November 1, 1892, 
it acknowledged the obligations of the Society for one of the 
most valuable gifts of manuscripts it had ever had, the bequest 
by the late Cassius F. Lee, of the Lee and Ludwell papers. 

Mr. Brock also reported that he was preparing to publish 
for the Society a memoir of Arthur Lee by the late Conway 
Robinson. The condition of the Society’s finances prevented 
it from being published ; but it is still preserved in manuscript. 

On December 22, 1892, at a meeting of the General Society, 
what might be termed a revolution took place. It was the habit 
at that time to record the minutes of the general meeting in 
the minute book; but since the first volume of the Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography was published, the min- 
utes of such meetings have been printed in the Magazine mak- 
ing them accessible to all members. 

At the place in the minute book where the proceedings of 
this annual meeting should have been entered, there are several 
blank pages. As this writer does not know the causes of this 
one great break in the Society, he too will leave bank pages, 
except for a few details of the action of the meeting gathered 
from contemporary newspapers. 

The meeting was held December 22, 1892, in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates, with Dr. Curry presiding in the absence 
of President Henry. A large attendance was present. Dr. 
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Brock read an account of his career as corresponding secretary. 
Frank H. McGuire moved that a nominating committee be ap- 
pointed, a motion opposed by Lyon G. Tyler. It would appear 
that those favoring the change wished to have a committee 
appointed. There was a long discussion participated in by F. 
H. McGuire, L. G. Tyler, Virginius Newton, Wyndham R. 
Meredith, Henry S. Hutzler, T. N. Page, and C. V. Meredith. 
The motion for a nominating committee was adopted by a ma- 
jority of one, and W. R. Meredith, Virginius Newton, Col. 
W. H. Palmer, J. P. McGuire and R. L. Traylor were ap- 
pointed members of this committee. They recommended the 
nomination of the following: President, Joseph Bryan; Vice- 
Presidents, J. L. M. Curry, Archer Anderson and William P. 
Palmer; Recording Secretary, Philip A. Bruce; Treasurer, R. 
T. Brooke ; members of the Executive Committee, L. G. Tyler, 
E. V. Valentine, C. V. Meredith, O. L. Cottrell, Dr. B. H. 
Green, B. B. Munford, Professor R. H. Dabney, R. M. 
Hughes, J. B. Henneman, T. C. Williams, Jr., and F. H. Mc- 
Guire. 

The vote was so close that Mr. Bruce defeated Mr. Brock 
by a majority of one. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee held on February 
22, 1893, that chivalrous gentleman, Frank H. McGuire, moved 
that the chairman appoint a committee to draw a memorial 
giving the sense of the Society as to the services rendered 
through a long series of years by W. W. Henry and R. A. 
Brock. The memorial was prepared, adopted, and ordered to 
be spread on the minutes. 

In April, 1893, the Society took possession of the “Lee 
House.” 


After the election the officers and committee went vigorously 
to work to secure new members. In the clubs and wherever 
men were met they were asked to join even if only for a year, 
so that much needed funds could be obtained. In President 
Bryan’s first address at the annual meeting held December 23, 
1892, in the Hall of the House of Delegates, he stated that a 
committee had been appointed to supervise the alterations and 
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improvements in the interior of the Lee House, and that By- 
Laws had been adopted by the Executive Committee and 1,000 
copies printed. Between January Ist and June 10, 1893, 315 
new members had been added and the Society now had a mem- 
bership of 700. A guarantee of $1,100.00 had been made by 
several members of the Society for the publication of a quarter- 
ly magazine. It would be devoted to the publication of manu- 
script historical material. If the funds increase sufficiently 
occasional volumes, containing matter too bulky for a magazine 
would be published. The receipts of the Society for the past 
year were $5,074.35, and the expenses $3,272.16. Among the 
receipts were $75.00 from Albemarle Chapter, D. A. R., 
sent through Mrs. W. W. Henry, and $827.60 from the Old 
Dominion Chapter D. A. R. through Mrs. James H. Dooley, 
regent. 

Mr. Bryan stated that he had proposed to the Committee on 
Constitutional Changes, an amendment forbidding one person 
to be elected to the presidency for more than two terms of one 
year each, successively. No action was taken by the Society 
except to appoint a committee to consider the President’s recom- 
mendation. 

On March 8, 1893, it was ordered that all receipts from the 
“Publications” (“Collections”) should be added to the perma- 
nent fund. This rule has ever since been observed. 

The money given by the D. A. R. was used in fitting up 
the house. On May 6, 1893, Dr. Palmer reported very satis- 
factory progress, and that he had been ably assisted by Mrs. 
James Pleasants, Mrs. Stephen Putney and Mrs. James Morris 
a committee from the D. A. R. 

It was decided that the magazine should contain “96 long 
primer and 16 brevier pages and should have a book review 
department,” and on July 8, 1893, Mr. Bryan reported that 
the first number of the magazine had been published. A 
motion, by Mr. Meredith, was adopted that, as far as possible, 
only original manuscript material should be used. 

On October 12, 1898, Professor Woodrow Wilson was in- 
vited to address the annual meeting. 
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On July 19, 1894, the Committee offered to co-operate with 
the A. P. V. A. in regard to Jamestown Island, and passed 
resolutions in favor of protecting it. 


On July 7, 1894, a memorial to Dr. Barney was read. He 
was for more than thirty years an active member of the Society 
and most of that time on the Executive Committee. “It was 
by his labor and active diligence alone that the Society pre- 
served from the ravages of war all of its library that we have.” 
It may be added, from a search of the minutes that Dr. Barney, 
more than any one else, was responsible for the preservation 
of all we had. 


At a meeting of the committee held December 6, 1894, it 
was announced that the various societies of ladies which had 
met in the Society’s rooms, had given them up; but on press- 
ing invitation had promised to return and offered to fit up the 
two upper rooms, giving $150.00 for the purpose. Their com- 
munications were signed by Evelyn Byrd Robinson, President 
of the Colonial Dames; Lillie Purcell, Regent, Old Dominion 
Chapter D. A. R., and Isobel Stewart Bryan, President of the 
A. P. V..A, 

Another greatly wished for set of books, which we could not 
afford to purchase, was given, as announced at a meeting held 
October, 1895, by Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, Ambassador to 
England. In a letter dated London, Aug. 23, 1875, he stated 
that Lord Esher, Master of the Rolls, had given an order that a 
full set of the publications of the Royal Historical Manuscript 
Commission, should be sent to the Virginia Historical Society. 
The large number of volumes already published was sent and 
others were received during a few years longer, and then ceased. 

The great fire at the University was a cause of very sincere 
regret to the committee. A letter of sympathy was written and 
a full set of the Society’s publications presented. 

At a meeting held December 24, 1895, a letter from Theodore 
Roosevelt, who had been invited to address the Society was 
read. It is as follows: 
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“Philip A. Bruce, Esq., 
Virginia Historical Society, 
Richmond, Va., 

Dear Sir: I have kept your letter a day hoping that I 
might answer in the affirmative. I greatly appreciate the 
honor you do me, and should like much to accept; but I 
fear it is out of the question for me to do so. I’m very 
busy here and really have more. work than I can attend to, 
and I simply don’t dare to go into-anything else. 

I should have to take some time to prepare an address 
which I would think worthy of such a meeting and I will 
not have an hour’s leisure to spare if I do the work I must 
do now. With great regret, 

Sincerely yours, 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.” 


On March 3, 1896, a gift of $100.00 was received from 
Great Bridge Chapter, D. A. R., Norfolk, Va., on condition 
that it be used in copying Lower Norfolk County records. We 
have now, very fine copies of the two earliest volumes of these 
records and they are being published in our Magazine. 

At the annual meeting December 19, 1896, it was reported 
that the State had agreed to publish the Minutes of the Vir- 
ginia Company of London, in the possession of the Society. 

Mr. Bryan again offered an amendment prohibiting any one 
person from holding the presidency more than three years in 
succession. This subject had been discussed at length in the 
Executive Committee and the majority of the members favored 
accepting Mr. Bryan’s request; but no formal action has been 
taken, Mr. Bryan stated that he would bring the amendment 
before the next annual meeting ; but nothing was done in regard 
to it, so there is nothing in the constitution, as shown by the 
minutes of the General Society, regulating how many terms a 
president may serve. 

In 1895 and 1896, valuable gifts of manuscripts were re- 
ceived from General G. W. C. Lee, and by bequest from Gen- 
eral Imboden. 

At the annual meeting December 21, 1895, Col. William 
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Lamb, of Norfolk, had addressed the Society. He stated that 
he was President of the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Wil- 
liam and Mary, and begged the return of the original records 
of his Society now in the possession of the Virginia Historical 
Society. His request: was granted, and a motion offered by 
C. V. Meredith, provision was made that if the William 
and Mary Phi Beta Kappa should again go out of existence 
the records should be returned to the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety. 

At a meeting on January 7, 1897, a letter was read from 
R. M. Sully, of Petersburg, dated December 19, 1896. Mr. 
Sully stated that his great grandfather, Garland Thompson had 
painted by R. M. Sully, Sr., portraits of John Randolph, of 
Roanoke, and John Marshall, about 1827 or 1828 and also had 
replicas made. 

The replica of John Marshall, and also a group portrait (by 
Robert Sully) of Black Hawk, his son, and The Prophet, were 
given to the Virginia Historical Society. The Indian portraits 
were painted about 1836. It is deemed important that the 
history of portraits we once had or now have should be put 
on record. 

At the same meeting, at the request of the Confederate Me- 
morial Society, the sign which was once over the door of the 
Confederate Senate and was now the property of the His- 
torical Society, was given as requested. 

Later, though the book had been given without restriction, 
and was the property of the Historical Society, our organiza- 
tion, at the request of relations of the donor, gave the Confed- 
erate Museum the log book of the Confederate ship Georgia. 

Following up the State’s offer to print the minutes of the 
London Company of Virginia in our possession, permission 
was asked of Mr. Spofford, Librarian, to collate our copy 
with that in the Library of Congress. Our copy was sent 
to Washington and after an interval a letter was received 
from Mr. Spofford saying that the member of his staff who 
had been appointed to do the collation, had stated that the texts 
were so different, that it had taken some hours to collate a page 
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and a half. Therefore it was impossible to have the collation 
made and our copy was returned. 

This is rather a mystery. Our copy, it is believed, had once 
been in the possession of John Randolph, of Roanoke. That 
in the Library of Congress seems to be the original brought 
to this country by William Byrd. Nothing more was done in 
regard to the publication of our copy and the Library of Con- 
gress published theirs in 1906, making a contribution of the 
greatest value to our history. 

Dr. Osgood in his preface to “The Records of the Virginia 
Company of London”, refers to copious notes made by Conway 
Robinson which were published by this Society and edited by 
R. A. Brock. He stated that the Robinson notes were made 
from the Congressional Library manuscript but it is more 
probable they were from the John Randolph manuscript so 
long in Mr. Robinson’s custody. Dr. Osgood does not men- 
tion our Society’s copy. It is likely that he confused Mr. Rob- 
inson’s extracts (printed by us in two volumes) with the two 
volumes containing the records which we now have. 

The gifts of books continued steadily and were reported at 
each meeting. On February 1, 1897, a valuable bequest from 
Miss Hartley Graham was received. Her gift of books in- 
cluded a very fine copy in two volumes, folio, of Catesby’s 
“Natural History.”” As Miss Graham’s ancestor, Secretary 
William Cocke, was closely connected with Catesby these vol- 
umes may have been a present from the author. 

At the same time we anticipated by many years the attempt 
(later a successful one) to obtain from Lord Leconfield, father 
of the present bearer of the title, permission to copy the 47 
unpublished pages of Percy’s “True Relation.” Permission was 
not given. 

On March 6, 1897, the committee directed that certain por- 
traits and other articles of interest in the collections of the So- 
ciety should be loaned for the exhibition to be held for the 
benefit of the Society. 

Our good friends among the ladies’ ancestral and patriotic 
societies continued to help us. On June 12, 1897, Mr. Bryan 
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reported that Mrs. Lucy Gray Henry and Mrs. Kate Cabell 
Claiborne had delivered to the Society $130.00 for the purpose 
of strengthening the floors, and Mrs. Lucy Carter Trent had 
stated that the Colonial Dames would give $10.00. 

The Mt. Vernon and Beverley Manor Chapters of the D. A. 
R. also contributed. 

On October 21, 1897, a contract was made with Mr. N. E. 
Ancarrow, one of the most skilled builders in Richmond to do 
the work on the house. 

Not long before the offer of money to repair the floors was 
made, the Colonial Dames had arranged for an elaborate dinner 
to be given in the two second story rooms. That day an opinion 
was expressed, from outside the Society, that the second story 
floors might not stand the strain. The committee did not take 
much stock in this; but thought every precaution should be 
taken, the facts ascertained, and additional joists placed. 

In his annual report on October 20, 1897, Mr. Bryan stated 
that through the assistance (already noted) “Our Society has 
been able to add materially to the value of its building by 
removing the old floors in the second and third stories, strength- 
ening the joists, so as to make them capable of bearing almost 
any weight that could be put upon them and restoring the floors 
in a very perfect manner, thus permitting the Librarian to place 
his book cases anywhere with reference only to convenience and 
space.” 

The $130.00 given was from the proceeds of a very remark- 
able loan exhibition held in a large double house on Franklin 
street, near the Society’s house. It is believed to have been 
the first of its kind in Richmond and contained a very notable 
collection of portraits, miniatures, articles of antique dress and 
furniture and historical relics of various kinds. 

On January 12, 1898, one of our most brilliant and talented 
committeemen, whose life was cut short too soon, offered a 
resolution which should have obtained historical information 
of great value. Mr. Barton H. Wise moved that letters be 
written to all the surviving members of the Secession conven- 
tion, asking them to give their recollections of the inside work- 
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ing of that body. A number did not reply, several wrote elab- 
orate papers on the rights and wrongs of secession and not 
enough matter of real value was received to make it worth 
publishing. 

On September 8, 1898, Mr. Philip A. Bruce resigned his 
office as Corresponding Secretary and Librarian. No one had 
done more than Mr. (now Dr.) Bruce to elevate the Society 
from the low condition to which loss of members and financial 
conditions had brought it. Dr. Bruce’s great knowledge of 
Virginia history, published and unpublished, enabled him to 
select the best material from a comparatively unworked field. 

He edited the Magazine to January 1, 1898, and placed it 
among the first of American historical magazines. The Vir- 
ginia Magazine of History and Biography, which has repre- 
sented for thirty-nine years the best the Society has done for 
Virginia history, has as its sole foundation and its reputation, 
the work of Philip Alexander Bruce. At the same time he 
was making for himself and the Society reputation in still 
another way by his remarkable historical works. 

On October 11, 1900, a regulation was adopted that no one 
should be allowed to use the manuscripts and colonial news- 
papers in the collection of the Society except members and 
persons introduced in writing by members. Such a rule is very 
necessary, but the Librarian is allowed to construe it liberally 
where real students of history are concerned. 

On January 1, 1901, resolutions were adopted and a com- 
mittee appointed to devise means for the celebration at James- 
town in 1907. 

On December 19, 1902, a letter was received from Mr. A. W. 
Weddell representing the S. A. R. asking that the Society co- 
operate in an appeal to the legislature to make an appropri- 
ation for copying ancient records. Favorable action was taken 
and a committee appointed to act with the other societies. The 
desired appropriation was made, with the result that there are 
many valuable copies in the State Library. The money went 
farther because it was during a “hard times” period and many 
persons were willing to do this work at a low price. 
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On November 4, 1903, a petition was made to the Virginia 
senators and representatives in Congress to use their best ef- 
forts to procure an appropriation to complete the sea-wall at 
Jamestown. 

At the annual meeting, December 31, 1901, the membership 
was reported as 768 and the permanent fund $3,500.00, and at 
the next annual meeting, January 16, 1903, Mr. Bryan de- 
clining to accept renomination, Capt. W. Gordon McCabe was 
elected President. Professor Albert Bushnell Hart delivered 
the address, and at its conclusion President McCabe turned to 
the ex-president and stated that he still had a very pleasant 
duty to perform. He then, in eloquent language, expressive of 
the affectionate regard in which Mr. Bryan was held, presented 
to him a loving cup, the gift of the Executive Committee. The 
cup bore the seal of the Society and the following inscriptions: 

“Presented to Joseph Bryan, Esq., by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Virginia Historical Society as a token of affec- 
tion and regard, and in recognition of his executive ability as 
President of this Society 1893-1903. 

“Semper honos nomenque tuum laudesque manebunt.” Jan- 
uary 16, 1903. 

The death of Dr. J. L. M. Curry, long Vice-President of the 
Society, was a real loss, and resolutions in regard to him were 
adopted on March 7, 1903. 

During the preceding year there was notice of another por- 
trait which had mysteriously disappeared, or which perhaps 
never reached the Society. The Hon. Anthony M. Keiley, who 
had long been a distinguished citizen of Richmond and an 
officer of this Society, had been appointed a judge of the 
International Court at Cairo. On February 5, 1902, a letter 
was received from him dated January 22, 1902, and beginning 
“Dear Bryan” in which he stated that “long ago” he had lent 
to the Society a portrait he had bought in Petersburg, said to 
be that of George Washington, painted by a young French- 
man who had visited in the United States about 1795, and who 
“gave the canvass to a Mr. Rambout whom I knew in Peters- 
burg in my youth.” Judge Keiley had bought it from Mr. 
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Rambout’s daughter Mary (now Mrs. Mary Morrison). “Now 
I want the Historical Society to have an unchallengeable title 
to it and write this to serve as a deed of gift, hereby making 
the picture over to the Virginia Historical Society absolutely 
as its own property, sole, exclusive and forever.” 

There is no mention in the earlier minutes of the loan, and 
the present writer knows positively that no such portrait was 
delivered to the Society at this or any later time. 

On August 7, 1903, it was reported to the committee that 
the house had been draped in mourning on the death of Miss 
Mildred Lee, daughter of General Robert E. Lee. 

In 1903, Mrs. Fletcher 1. Archer, of Petersburg, presented 
to the Society a very handsome silk flag given by the ladies of 
Petersburg in January, 1847, to the “Petersburg Mexican Vol- 
unteers.” It was carried during the Mexican campaign and 
when the company was disbanded it passed into the hands of 
one of the officers, Fletcher H. Archer, who later, as Col. 
Archer, made the famous fight with old men, invalids and boys, 
which held Grant’s advance long enough for Lee’s forces to 
get up. 

The flag became very frail with age and had a backing of 
silk placed on it by the Society; but as this too gave away, we 
are indebted to the kindness of Mrs. A. W. Weddell for having 
it safely preserved by the Emory process. 

At an annual meeting held January 1, 1906, Joseph Bryan 
was elected President. He died while holding this office on 
November 20, 1908. At the next annual meeting held in the 
Hall of the House of Delegates January 1, 1909, Capt. W. 
Gordon McCabe was elected his successor. 

With Mr. Bryan’s death the Society sustained one of the 
greatest of its losses. It was largely through his influence and 
his interest in the Society that we received the gift of the “Lee 
House,” and had his life not been cut short, we would have 
had, as a gift from him, a fire-proof annex behind our main 
building—a sorely needed addition which we have not yet suc- 
ceeded in obtaining. By request from the Executive Committee 
Capt. McCabe wrote as an “In Memoriam,” a very striking and 
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eloquent account of Mr. Bryan’s life, and a study of his char- 
acter such as only an intimate friend could make. It is useless 
for this writer to attempt what Capt. McCabe did so well and 
he can only say that those of us who worked with him and 
who still remain, are as always, stimulated by their recollec- 
tions of him, and are given a stronger desire to do their best 
for the Society. 

All who are interested in one of Virginia’s foremost sons 
and in the history of the Society, should read Capt. McCabe’s 
memoir, which appears in the 17th volume of our Magazine. 

In 1906 Mr. Robert T. Brooke, who had been for so long 
our very efficient treasurer and beloved member of our Com- 
mittee, died. At the time of his death the permanent fund 
amounted to $5,280.60. 

After some months Mr. R. A. Lancaster, Jr., was elected 
treasurer (defeating, by the way, a future governor of Vir- 
ginia). In him, happily, we found a man of the same quality 
as Mr. Brooke. He still carefully and efficiently handles our 
finances, with the advice, as has always been the case, of an 
investment committee. Mr. Lancaster gained a country wide 
reputation by his “Old Virginia Homes and Churches”. 

In the same year the Committee directed that such articles 
as might be deemed desirable, should be lent to the historical 
exhibition which was part of the “Jamestown Exposition” at 
Norfolk. A large and valuable exhibit was made consisting 
chiefly of numerous old manuscripts, historic relics, etc. All of 
the articles lent were returned safely. 

On December 14, 1906, our good friends, the Colonial Dames 
and D. A. R., offered to bear part of the cost of improving 
the interior of the house. The Committee agreed. The rooms 
were handsomely papered and painted. Before this could be 
done the contents of eighteen book cases had to be removed and 
afterwards replaced where they originally were. This could 
only be done by the staff of the Society (two in number) and 
took much time and considerable labor. Mention should be 
made here of the very efficient and intelligent way in which 
the late Mrs. Sally Nelson Robins did a large part of the work. 
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Announcement of what is still the largest amount ever given 
to the Permanent Fund was made to the Committee on Feb- 
ruary 10, 1908, when a letter from a firm of Norfolk attorneys 
stated that after some litigation, the Virginia Historical Society 
had been assigned, under the will of the late Edward Wilson 
James, a member of our Executive Committee, fifteen shares 
of stock in the Citizens Bank of Norfolk, par value $100.00 
and selling at $225.00, and $882.92 dividends accumulated dur- 
ing the suit. The Society has since twice received stock divi- 
dends and has bought some shares offered to stockholders at 
par so that we now have thirty-four shares. 

On November 9, 1908, the Committee was considerably 
alarmed about the safety of our house, on notice that the two 
dwellings west of us were to be pulled down and a large and 
very substantial building erected on their sites. The soil in 
this section is loose, containing much fuller’s earth and similar 
substances. Mr. John T. Wilson was immediately engaged to 
look after the safety of our walls, and great beams were placed 
to support them in case of weakening. The whole of the strip 
of land west of our house fell into the excavation next door, 
and as the earth piled up trenches were made through it up 
to our wall. Finally we took a long breath of relief, when 
our neighbors reached their bottom and we found our stout 
walls still going down, how far we do not know. Not a crack 
was made in our building. 

At this meeting a gift of a large number of standard books 
and a very large book case, from Mr. Isaac Davenport, was 
reported. 

On November 21, 1908, a called meeting was held to take 
action on the death of Col. Archer Anderson, who for many 
years was an active and very valuable officer. His life, 
his high character, his scholarship, and everything that could 
make a gentleman and a scholar were united in Col. Anderson. 
Capt. McCabe, Mr. Meredith and Mr. Valentine were appointed 
to attend the funeral. The Society’s house was to be dressed 
in mourning for thirty days and Capt. McCabe, an intimate 
friend of Col. Anderson, was requested to write a tribute. 
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At a called meeting, held November, 1908, action was taken 
in regard to the death of one of the most honored members 
of the Committee, Judge W. J. Leake. The members of the 
Committee were to attend the funeral in a body and a sub- 
committee appointed to prepare a memorial. 

On August 4, 1909, the first minute book of the Cincinnati, 
long in the custody of the Historical Society, was ordered to 
be returned to the revived Virginia Chapter of that honored 
ancestral society. 

On January 13, 1910, the Society protested against a pro- 
posed removal of the John Marshall house. 3 

On December 29, 1910, we had 749 members and a perma- 
nent fund of $10,600.00. 

On May 11, 1911, was reported the gift of a very large 
collection of war-time maps (1861-65), chiefly of Virginia 
counties, from Mrs. C. C. Minnis, daughter of Major General 
J. F. Gilmer, Chief of Engineers, C. S. A. This most im- 
portant collection has not been used as it should have been on 
account of: lack of space for large map cases. Within the 
last year. or.two they have been flat pressed and backed with 
linen.. Maty of them had been rolled since 1865, and were 
as difficult, almost, as steel springs, to unroll. One of the first 
things to be done, when we get a fire-proof annex, is to make 
full provision for the care of these and other valuable maps. 

If a request made by the committee, on February 12, 1912, 
had been ‘granted. by the City Council, Richmond, would still 
have a fine example of Confederate fortification running across 
Monument Avenue near Davis Avenue. Our committee asked 
the.A. P. V..A. to petition the Council to do this, but the appli- 
cation had no.effect. 

Another trouble about our house occurred in 1913. In the 
western wing the granite sills of the windows sloped and there 
were anchor bars on the western wall. This sinking probably 
occurred soon after the house was built. But one day the build- 
ing inspector noticed it and ordered it to be taken down. The 
rebuilding was put in charge of Mr. S. H. Yonge, as a com- 
mittee of one, and he reported at a later date, that the wing 











350 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


had been taken down and rebuilt on a concrete foundation. 
Various small repairs had been made and a galvanized iron 
cornice, on the whole house, substituted for the wooden one. 
The cost was $902.00, which was far more than the Society 
then had to spend. It was determined by the committee that 
such major and vitally necessary repairs could be paid out 
of the Permanent Fund and this was done to the extent of 
$500.00. 

On May 9, 1914, a letter was received from the Rev. W. 
Meade Clarke tendering his resignation. He said among other 
things, “There is nothing outside my own immediate profes- 
sion that appeals to me with the same force as the work of the 
Virginia Historical Society.”” The committee ordered that a 
memorial expressive of its deep regret, be prepared and printed. 

In 1918 we find the first notice of the World War. The 
committee directed the editor of the Magazine to print in each 
number a list of Virginians who were killed in action or died 
in service during the preceding quarter. This work was begun 
at once. The editor used the list given in the Richmond Times- 
Dispatch and News Leader, the New York Times and the of- 
ficial bulletin published in Washington. There was also a 
section in each Magazine noting military honors won by Vir- 
ginians, short biographical sketches, etc. It was the first at- 
tempt to make such a list in Virginia, and at the close of 
the War was practically the only one in this State. Making 
allowance for some different methods of listing persons as 
“Virginians” it finally checked very closely to the list made 
by the United States government. 

During 1918 the committee directed that all available cash 
belonging to the Society, ($1,600.00 in a savings bank) should 
be immediately invested in Liberty Bonds, and at the June 
meeting resolved that if the need grew greater the remainder of 
the permanent fund, about $12,701.00 all in high grade first 
mortgages or bank stock, should be sold and the proceeds lent 
to the United States government. This would have cut in half 
the receipts of the Society from this fund; but all were willing 
that the action should be taken. Capt. McCabe in his next 
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annual report, paid a glowing tribute to the action of the com- 
mittee. He referred to the similar one of Confederate days, 
“Should such a contingency arise, rest assured that the old 
soldiers in the committee, we who count it the chief glory of 
our lives, that we once followed Lee and Jackson, and who 
abate no whit our steadfast conviction as to the absolute right- 
eousness of our contention during those eventful years—would 
be the foremost in urging such a step.” 

At the same meeting was announced the gift by Mr. W. D. 
Judkins, of New York, formerly of Danville, of a copy, in 
reduced size, of the statue of Washington by Conova, done for 
the State of North Carolina but destroyed by fire, with the 
State House, at Raleigh, soon after it was received. It was 
done by a pupil of Conova. It was badly damaged in transit 
from England to Richmond, but was very skilfully repaired. 

One June 1, 1920, President W. Gordon McCabe died. As 
in the case of Mr. Bryan, one who desires to know Capt. Mc- 
Cabe as President of the Historical Society, as soldier, scholar, 
eloquent speaker and one of the best and wittiest conversation- 
alists of his time, must be referred to the admirable sketch of 
his life, prepared at the request of the committee, by our fellow- 
committeeman, the late Armistead C. Gordon. 

Mr. Gordon, intimate as he was with Capt. McCabe, could 
not have known all he was to the Historical Society. He had 
the most eager interest in all its affairs and frequently came 
to the “Lee House” to talk over its business. His annual re- 
ports were examples of real literature. Comments on what 
had occurred were intermingled with apt quotations from the 
Greek, Latin, French and English classics, and his sketches of 
deceased members, in the “Necrology,” make a valuable addi- 
tion to Virginia biography. 

President McCabe was also a very generous friend of the 
Society. During his life he gave $1,500.00 to the Permanent 
Fund and at his death bequeathed $1,000.00 more for the same 
purpose. 

On November 8, 1925, we were notified of the largest sum- 
ber of books ever sent us. Miss Agnes C. Robinson, daughter 
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of the late Conway Robinson, gave 1,035 volumes, part of her 
father’s library. They were fine editions, and included many 
scarce and valuable books on Virginia history. Miss Robinson 
who has since given more books, a large and interesting col- 
lection of her father’s papers and letters, some fine old furni- 
ture, and an excellent portrait of Conway Robinson by Thomas 
Sully, has been one of our chief benefactors and has the thanks 
of the whole Society. 

In 1924 the Massachusetts Historical Society planned mak- 
ing photostat or rather photographic (because the copies are 
positives) fac-similes of all available numbers of the Virginia 
Gazettes. Mr. Worthington C. Ford, wrote that his Society 
would undertake the work, provided $750.00 for preliminary 
expenses was raised. Mr. Fairfax Harrison, Mr. John Stew- 
art Bryan and Col. Henry W. Anderson contributed the amount 
in behalf of the Virginia Historical Society. We lent the 
Massachusetts Society all the volumes of the Gazette in our 
library and have bought copies of all the volumes we did not 
have. The volumes are sold at cost; but our committee felt 
that the Society could not afford to duplicate. Only those who 
have examined these volumes know what a very great help 
they are in Virginia historical work. 

On September 8, 1924, a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Alex- 
ander W. Weddell was read stating that if a practical way could 
be found, they wished to furnish the Society with a suitable 
house. Very grateful thanks were given and a committee ap- 
pointed to consult with them. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weddell built the beautiful “Virginia House” 
at Windsor Farms, from material from Warwick Priory and 
elsewhere in England and intended to give us a part of the 
house as soon as completed, but the “practical way” did not 
work out as either the generous donors or the Society hoped. 
The Society found that caring for two collections, so far apart, 
would be difficult, and beyond any financial resources it could 
possibly expect to have in the near future. 

After making “Virginia House” their home, the owners found 
it not a very “practical” thing to have a public society occupy 








yO dWIOP{ 


“1 


‘Say pue 
“aASnNOW VINIDULA 


fa VW 


“TLPPPAM 


‘SW aV >] HOSANT AA 


& 
- 
= 
= 
e 


‘dNOW HO1Y 


Jule »} | 
‘VA 


ay} jo 


"A}IIIOS 























HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 353 


part of their house and grounds. So they generously and 
wisely settled the difficulty by withdrawing the first engage- 
ment, and making a deed (now on record in Henrico County) 
for the house and grounds after the death of the survivor of 
them. The Society wishes them a long and happy residence in 
their lovely Tudor house, and that our Society of that day may 
have means and taste to make the very best use of what has 
been, with such great generosity, given us. 


In the meantime we have turned to the erection of a fire- 
proof building at the rear of the “Lee House.” It is not in 
sight now; but we are determined to have it and believe that 
in the course of time we will receive contributions which will 
enable us to build it. 

President McCabe in his annual report to the meeting of 
February 14, 1924, described the most notable gifts during the 
past year, and said of one of them: “An exquisite china punch- 
bowl of such generous proportions as would have satisfied brave 
Mercutio, when I’ the humor to quaff ‘health’s five-fathom 
deep’, or even, perchance, Captain Dick Steel ‘of Lucas’s’ ever 
athirst, to pledge ‘the woman I love best’ ‘dear, lovely Mistress 
Scurlock’, at “The Devil’ in the Strand—a noble bowl, in sooth, 
once the property of ‘the forest-born Demosthenes’, Patrick 
Henry, and bequeathed to the Society by his grand-daughter, 
the late Mrs. M. F. C. Tyree, of Lynchburg, Virginia. This 
fine old bowl, no longer filled with aught save historic asso- 
ciations, has been temporarily loaned to our sister Society, the 
‘Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities’, to 
serve not only as a part of the appropriate furnishings of the 
dining-room in the old ‘John Marshall House’, but as an ‘awful 
warning’ and reminder to the youth of the present time of those 
earlier days, when Henry and Washington and John Marshall 
and their unregenerate compeers, openly and unshamed, sipped 
their punch in good fellowship, as well as in blissful ignorance 
of the coming era of ‘moral uplift’, when ‘heroes’ should find 
their chief inspiration in copious draughts of the insidious coca- 
cola.” 
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On January 14, 1926, began a series of gifts from Mr. J. E. 
Woodbridge, of Chester, Pa., son of the late Dr. Woodbridge, 
of this city. They include, among other things, the only St. 
Memin we have, the first mourning ring—that of Sally Berkeley 
(died 1742) wife of Ralph Wormeley, and beautiful old glass 
and silver. 

By order of the committee, on February 16, 1926, an effort 
was begun to obtain two Confederate guns to be preserved by 
the Society and mounted in some proper place. The guns, one 
a 3.8 rifled Blakeley and the other a 3. Whitworth were ob- 
tained from Watervliet Arsenal, and were identified among a 
great number of old unmarked guns, by bearing tags marked 
“Rebel trophies.” It was at first intended to mount them in 
front of the wing at Virginia House and later in front of the 
Lee House; but both plans were altered and they are now in 
our basement to be exhibited in our future annex. We are 
greatly indebted to Col. Julien Cabell, to the Chief of Ordnance, 
U. S. A., and to Mayor Bright, of Richmond, through whom 
they had to be given. 

On March 11, 1926, Mr. L. Ashton Harrison, of Roanoke, 
gave us a very large number of letters, the correspondence of 
the family of Randolph Harrison, of “Clifton”. These letters 
are quite personal but they contain a great deal of matter re- 
lating to the manners and customs of their time and a series 
of extracts from them will be published in our Magazine. 

On September 20, 1926, with interesting ceremonies, the So- 
ciety was honored by the gift of a portrait of ex-President 
McCabe from the Alumni Association of his old school. Mr. 
Bryan’s sons had given us a portrait of him and Mr. William 
Wirt Henry, Jr., a portrait of his father. Quite recently Miss 
Landon Rives has presented a fine copy, by herself, of a por- 
trait of William C. Rives. We are exceedingly anxious for 
portraits of Henry St. George Tucker, Hugh Blair Grigsby 
and Edward V. Valentine. We have a portrait of Judge Mar- 
shall and the portraits named will complete the list of presidents 
up to the present incumbent. 
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In order to avoid too frequent repetition of figures the 
number of members and amount of the Endowment Fund have 
not been stated in the account of our history for some years 
before 1926. We had many difficulties in gaining new mem- 
bers, collections and gifts. In 1920 the membership, in spite 
of all the secretary and assistant could do, was falling. An 
appeal was made to the committee and to members and they 
responded nobly. Many helped greatly, but the chief credit is 
due to Mr. Fairfax Harrison, Mr. J. Jordan Leake, Judge 
Grinnan and the late Lucien Cocke, of Roanoke. As an exam- 
ple of what individual members did it should be stated that we 
received a letter from Dr. Douglas S. Freeman, giving twenty- 
four new members he had obtained the day before. 


In January, 1920, our membership was 702. In January, 
1921, 985, with a permanent fund of $19,054.80. On January 
1, 1922, we had 1,134 members and a permanent fund of $20,- 
386.42. January 1, 1923, we had 1,159 members, on January 
1, 1924, 1,220; January 1, 1926, 1,337, and on December 1, 
1929, 1,477, and on February 18, 1930, a fund of $29,015.76. 
On January 30, 930, our membership dropped to 1,434. The 
year 1931 has naturally been a very hard one and resignations 
are apt to be numerous. 


In addition to a slightly increased Permanent Fund we now 
(November 16) have a Building Fund of $6,164.00. 


Returning from this excursion into figures we take up the 
chronological order of events. 


The years from 1926 to 1931 were notable for gifts. 


At a meeting held April 14, 1926, a letter and a deed were 
received from Miss Lucie P. Stone, of Hollins, Virginia, who 
has ever since been one of our notable benefactors, stating her 
gift to the Society of a number of pieces of fine antique furni- 
ture, and many other things of historic and antiquarian interest. 
The list includes an old piano dated 1784. We have as a com- 
panion to the piano, a fine harp, once the property of Patrick 
Henry’s daughter, which was given by the heirs of the late Mrs. 
Robert Williams. 
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The gifts of Miss Stone are to be delivered when we have a 
fire-proof house, but she informs us that we shall eventually 
certainly have the collection. 

On April 14, 1927, Mrs. Gray Skipwith (formerly wife of 
the late Edward C. Mayo) presented nine most interesting por- 
traits of the Randolph family from the collection formerly at 
“Wilton”. They begin with the second William Randolph of 
“Turley Island” and his wife. 

This gift, too, is on condition that the portraits be placed in 
a fire-proof house, belonging to the Society. With the portrait 
of Speaker Peyton Randolph, which we already had, this col- 
lection will be of very great interest to visitors. 

A collection of papers of marked value and interest was given 
on June 7, 1927, by Messrs. Herbert A. and Hamilton E. Clai- 
borne. It includes papers, letters, diaries, etc., relating to the 
families of Claiborne, Cabell and others. 

John Y. Mason, in addition to his services in public life was 
long a Vice-President and a leading worker in our Society. On 
October 12, 1927, Mrs. Fanny Mason Cook, of Emporia, Vir- 
ginia, gave us a large marble bust of her ancestor. This too, is 
reserved for a fire-proof house. 

On November 10, 1927, Dr. Daniel Morton, of St. Joseph, 
Mo., who has made a life long study of the Mortons and allied 
families, gave a large metal case containing all of his copies 
and notes from county records and numerous other sources. 
We have received from Judge Lyman Chalkley, all his notes 
and copies made for us in his well known volume of Valley 
records. 

The greatest exhibition of portraits, illustrative of Virginia 
history, ever held in the United States and which will, probably 
never be equalled, was first brought before the committee on 
June 13, 1928. Mr. John Stewart Bryan stated that Messrs. 
George Cole Scott, Rosewell Page, Fairfax Harrison, Alex- 
ander W. Weddell and others, including Mr. Bryan himself, 
proposed to have an exhibition of colonial portraits to be held 
at “Virginia House”, the home of Mr. Weddell. It was to be 
held in the spring of 1929, and our Committee was requested to 
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postpone any arrangements for moving into a part of Virginia 
House until after that date. The Portrait Committee desired 
to act under the auspices of the Society, but stated that they 
would bear all expenses and that any profits would be given to 
our Endowment Fund. 


The plans for the exhibition of portraits, as the months 
passed, grew in magnitude and several postponements were 
necessary, until it was held in May, 1929. The success was 
far beyond what those who planned it dreamed of. 


The Society, of course, lent a considerable number of orig- 
inal portraits, and these, like all similar loans, were cleaned and 
repaired without charge to us by an expert. Great collectors, 
museums, and other institutions lent portraits of inestimable 
value. 


The exhibition was frequently noted in our Magazine and 
in one number was a long illustrated article treating of it. 
The memory of the beautiful house, having a door through 
which Queen Elizabeth once passed, an ancient minstrel’s gal- 
lery and other fittings of a Tudor house, with the walls hung 
with the wonderful collection of portraits, is something that 
one who saw it can never forget. 

On December 11, 1928, Mr. George Cole Scott offered to 
have the expert his committee had employed, clean and repair 
a number of portraits remaining in the Lee House at his ex- 
pense. This generous act helped us greatly. 

It became obvious during 1927 and 1928, that the portion of 
“Virginia House,” which it was possible to give us, would not 
contain our library and manuscripts and a large part of our 
collections. Very many of these things were frequently needed 
by the stair at the “Lee House” and by students. A zealous 
member of the committee stated that he thought he could raise 
the funds for the erection of a fire-proof wing in our back 
yard to hold the library and manuscripts and asked that tenta- 
tive plans be made and sent to him. After Mr. and Mrs. 
Weddell had found it necessary to change their plans in the 
way described, it was decided by the committee that instead of 
a wing to hold the library and manuscripts, a larger house 
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would have to be built at the rear of the “Lee House” to con- 
tain everything we owned. 

Just as this plan, so long wished for, seemed about to be- 
come a fact, the financial disaster came, and put an end for the 
time of all hope of collecting the money needed. 

Since that time our beloved Ex-President, E. V. Valentine, 
bequeathed $5,000.00, not to the Permanent Fund, but to “The 
Virginia Historical Society.” The committee determined to 
make this bequest the nucleous of a building fund. $1,000.00 
has recently been added to it by Mrs. Therese Study Porter, of 
Evanston, Illinois, and $100.00 by Miss Stone. Various mem- 
bers have made smaller contributions, carrying the fund above 
$6,100.00. 

Another gift was made on October 10, 1929. W. G. Stan- 
ard stated to the committee that in accordance with the wishes 
of his late wife, Mary Newton Stanard, and his own, he was 
giving their library (734 volumes), manuscripts, and many 
pamphlets, some engravings and other pictures. Either by be- 
quest, or gift during his life, his large collection of Virginia 
books, and several hundred other miscellaneous volumes, many 
relating to English and American history would be added. This 
collection is to be known as “The Mary Newton Stanard Me- 
morial.” 

About the same time the Misses Talcott, daughters of that 
very distinguished officer, Col. T. M. R. Talcott, C. S. A., gave 
us a number of books and manuscripts which had belonged to 
their father. We have also some rare books given by their 
grandfather, Major Andrew Talcott, U. S. A. 

In 1930 and for some time before, our house had become so 
crowded that we could hardly put another book in. Mr. John 
Stewart Bryan offered space in the top floor of the fire-proof 
News Leader building, a place well heated and ventilated, pro- 
tected by a stout wire fence, reaching to the ceiling. We have 
placed several thousand more rarely used books there, and have 
also, through the kindness of Mr. George G. Gregory, Presi- 
dent of the Guaranty Trust Company, and a member of our 
committee, put a large number of books in the lower room of 
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his bank, where its records are kept. Other portraits, pieces 
of furniture, silverware, etc., have been placed in this and other 
banks. We will continue removing books and newspapers not 
frequently in demand, to the News Leader building. 

On November 20, 1930, our President, Edward V. Valentine, 
resigned, and died not long afterwards. This famous sculptor, 
as was the case with the Rev. Mr. Clarke, held Virginia and its 
history second only to his own profession, and perhaps before 
it. He had frequented our rooms when the Society was in the 
Athenaeum and was the last link connecting us with the revival 
of its activities in 1865-70. His love for the Society is shown, 
though it is only one of many instances, by his bequest already 
noted. 

At the time of Capt. McCabe’s death Mr. Valentine was in 
poor health, physically, though his mind and memory remained 
strong to the end. Mr. Valentine, himself, was uncertain as to 
his physical ability for the presidency. He presided at the 
annual meeting held October 6, 1922. In January, 1925, he 
was elected President; but as he was unable to attend, Judge 
Daniel Grinnan was chosen chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee. This officer, in the absence of the President, has prac- 
tically all his power and responsibility. When Mr. Valentine 
resigned he was elected President Emeritus. 

In 1930 Judge Daniel Grinnan was elected President and 
at the annual meeting, held June 4, 1931, was elected for a 
second time. 

The writer knows that it would be utterly against the desire 
of the present incumbent of the presidency, if anything was 
said of him, as has been about his predecessors. But it is 
only justice to the Society for one who has long worked under 
Judge Grinnan, to say that during the period in which he was 
chairman and had all the responsibility of the office of Presi- 
dent, without the honor, as well as since he has become Presi- 
dent, he has been surpassed by none, from John Marshall down, 
in his intense love and labor for our organization. He has 
watched over the minutest details of the Society’s work and 
been indefatigable in his efforts to aid its progress. 
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1931 has also been a year of gifts. On October 19, 1931, 
Mrs. T. C. Harris, Governor’s Island, N. Y., began a series of 
beautiful gifts, chiefly of old and fine examples of women’s 
and children’s wearing apparel, though with many other articles 
of antiquarian value. 

Every historical society has longed for a set of English 
county histories. These books are so costly as to be beyond our 
dreams; but during the spring and summer, Mr. T. Catesby 
Jones, of New York, informed us of his intention to give us 
such a set, as a memorial to his father, the late Walter Nelson 
Jones, of Petersburg. Mr. Jones selected the best editions and 
we now have 139 volumes, beautifully bound and illustrated, 
of all of the best English county histories. It is believed there 
is no such set south of Washington. 

During the spring the sub-committee on the celebration of 
our centennial was at work and selected that distinguished his- 
torian and speaker, Dr. Charles M. Andrews, of Yale, to deliver 
the address. The meeting will be held on December 29th, in 
the Old Hall of the House of Delegates, where the Society was 
organized a hundred years ago. The sub-committee is still at 
work and is considering having a subscription dinner for the 
members of the Society and their guests on the night before or 
after the centennial celebration. 

In June the Society took part in the ceremonies in St. Sepul- 
chre’s Church, London, commemorating the three hundredth 
anniversary of the death of Captain John Smith, who was 
buried in that church. The Society was represented by three 
of its members: Lord Fairfax, Mr. Arthur Graham Glasgow 
and Mr. Fairfax Harrison. A suitable floral tribute was sent. 
We have a full sized rubbing of the brass over Capt. Smith’s 
tomb, given a few years ago by Mr. Jonathan Bryan, of Rich- 
mond. 

In August and September, through the kind invitation of the 
trustees of the Valentine Museum, we exhibited there a large 
number of articles from our collections. It was only a selec- 
tion; but in the beautiful rooms assigned to us, and with all 
objects arranged and shown under the direction of the curator 
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of the Museum, Miss McCormick, did great credit to this So- 
ciety. We exhibited one hundred and fifty or more valuable 
manuscripts, from the date 1638 down, including signatures 
of almost all the governors and other prominent men of colonial 
interest. There were many unique papers relating to other 
subjects, and also a large and varied number of objects illus- 
trating the life of Virginia people in many phases. We are 
greatly indebted to Miss McCormick’s knowledge and good 
taste. 

Our exhibit has been stored for a while, but will be replaced 
in the Museum during Christmas week, in honor of our cen- 
tennial. 

Our story is now brought to the present time. It has been 
poorly told; but it was difficult to make it much more than a 
chronicle. It, at least, contains notices of the matters of chief 
importance which have occurred during our one hundred years 
of life. 

Our future depends to a very great extent on our having a 
large fire-proof building, as an annex, at the rear of the Lee 
House. We have reached a point where this is absolutely 
essential. 

Our library and manuscripts cannot be properly placed and 
are difficult to examine. Our portraits and the other articles 
in our collections, most of which could never be duplicated, 
cannot be properly shown, and it is impossible for us to give 
the service we desire to the Society and the public. 

Our present house is very substantial; but it is too crowded 
for proper work, and it is not fire-proof. We take every pre- 
caution against fire by having fire shutters, no electric lights 
and no furnace. The only fire in the house is in a Franklin 
stove in the front room on the first floor which serves as office 
and reading room. This fire goes out every night and no open 
lights are allowed above the first floor. 

These precautions are doubtless a help in preventing internal 
fire; but they greatly affect the general use of the house. 
Much work which could be done in winter in the upper rooms, 
has to be postponed until spring. 
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In spite of these troubles we try to edit the magazine as if 
we were comfortably arranged, and manage to have all of the 
most important books and manuscripts close enough at hand 
to get them for our work or for students. It should be stated, 
however, that with an annex, with library and manuscripts ar- 
ranged in exact order and with catalogues always accessible, 
the staff could do its work much more rapidly than it is able 
to do now. 

This is a poor time to ask for money; but if any of our 
members or friends feel that they can help us, even in a small 
way, we shall be grateful for additions to the building fund. 

If, at this trying time, any one should give to us, what other- 
wise he would give to the poor, it is certain the Society would 
be unanimous in saying, “Don’t do it.” 
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LIST OF OFFICERS* AND MEMBERS OF THE 
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1831-1931. 





PRESIDENTS 


Marshall, John, Richmond, Va., 1831 

Tucker, Henry St. George, University 
of Virginia, 1837 

Rives, Wm. C., Albemarle Co., Va., 1848 

Grigsby, Hugh Blair, Charlotte Co., 
Va., 1870 

Stuart, Alexander H. H., Staunton, Va., 

1881 

Henry, William Wirt, Richmond, Va., 
1891 

Bryan, Joseph, Richmond, Va., 1892 


McCabe, W. Gordon, Richmond, V:., 
1903 

Bryan, Jos., Richmond, Va., 1906 

McCabe, W. Gordon, Richmond, Va., 
1909 

Valentine, Edward V., Richmond, Va., 
1922 (acting President for some time 
before his election) 

Grinnan, Daniel, Richmond, Va., 1930 
(acting President and Chairman of 
Executive Committee for several years 
prior to election) 








*The work of preparing a history of this Society and a list of its members, 
1831-1931, has been an exceedingly laborious and complicated one. For each 
division of the work every line of the old minutes and other records of the So- 
ciety had to be carefully examined, as well as much matter in print. 

There are no minutes for the organizing meeting in 1831, but there are re- 
maining contemporary accounts in newspapers and the “Southern Literary Mes- 
senger.”’ 

When the Society was trying to gather the scattered collections and records, 
after war and reconstruction, a sub-committee was appointed, in 1870, to do the 
work. This committee reported that the minutes for 1833-1838 (which we now 
have) remained, and that the minutes, after the revival in 1847, until 1858 had 
been kept by Mr. William Maxwell, on loose sheets of paper. The sub-committee 
collected these sheets and arranged them in order, in 1870; but they are now lost. 
The Society lost many things between 1870 and the time that we were given 
rooms in the Westmoreland Club. Mr. Brock never refers to them in his various 
writings in regard to the Society and Dr. Philip A. Bruce, Corresponding Secre- 
tary, who succeeded Mr. Brock and superintended the removal from the Club to 
the Lee House, never mentioned them to the writer, his successor, so it is prob- 
able they were lost in the troubled years immediately after 1870. 

The minutes from 1853 to the present day are complete. 

The membership list in the early days was not well kept, as the Executive 
(or Standing) Committee, called several times on the Secretary for such a list. 

The older books are rather confusing. At one time a member ceased to be a 
member after the year for which he had paid expired, and he was re-elected when 
he paid his dues for the next year. Members also frequently dropped out and 
joined again, when their names reappear as new members. It is often difficult 
to ascertain, in such cases, whether this is a former member, or a different mem- 
ber with the same name. 

We have followed as closely as possible the names as first entered and have 
made no change of initials or given no place of residence (not infrequently omitted 
in the beginning) unless we were absolutely certain. 

There may be repetitions of the same name in the list; but in the main we 
believe it to be entirely correct. Most of the difficult and laborious work of com- 
piling and arranging the list of officers and members was done by our Assistant 
Secretary and I wish to extend to her the thanks of the Committee and the Editor 
for the way in which this difficult task has been performed. 

The names of officers and members of the executive committee during the 
pent period, 1847-1853, were obtained from Maxwell’s “Virginia Historical Reg- 
ister.” 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARIES, 1892-1931 
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Yale University, 91; Press, viii 
Yates, 15, 125, 194 

Yellow Fever, 127, 213 

Yellow Tavern, 286 


Yonge, xv 
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York, 105, 225; County, 8, 30, 31, 
239; Co., Pa., 166; England, 62, 
66; River, 99, 104, 113, 180; 
Seige of, 104a 

“York Hall”, 99 

Yorktown, AERIAL View or, fron- 
tispiece, April Magazine 

Yorktown Campaign, 97 et seq 








INDEX 


Yorktown, Map or Si«ce or, 104a 

Yorktown, 97-105, 257, 258, 260; 

YorkTowN SeEsQui - CENTENNIAL, 
THE, 97 et seq 

Young, 36, 154, 170 


Ziegler, 91 
Zion, 149 





104a 
260; 
NIAL, 
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GENERAL INDEX 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 
Vol. XXXIX, No. 4 (Centennial Number) 





As the lists of honorary, corresponding, life and annual members are 
arranged alphabetically, they are not included in this index. 





Titles of Separate Articles are Indicated in Small Capitals 


Academy, The, 298; built 1834, 
rooms in occupied by Society 
1836, 297; Society has rooms in, 
298 

Adams, Richard, charter member, 
294 

Agricultural Society, State, 321 

“Agriculture in Virginia”. By Ed- 
mund Ruffin, 299 

Albemarle Chapter D. A. R., don- 
or, 338 

Altar Cloth, Old, presented by 
Robert Skipwith, 327, 328 

Ancarrow, N. E., 343 

Anderson, Col. Archer, Committee, 
1868, 365; elected Vice-Presi- 
dent, 337; references to, 316, 
331; death of, Society’s House 
draped, character of, 348 

Anderson, Col. Henry W., contrib- 
utes to republication of Va. Ga- 
zette, 352 

Anderson, Major William A., Com- 
mittee, 1911, 365 

Andrews, Dr. Charles M., to ad- 
dress Va. Historical Society, 292, 
360 

Appomattox, surrender at, original 
articles of, presented by Miss 
Katherine Hawes, 323 

A. P. V. A. meets in “Lee House”, 
335; Society, 335; references to, 
339, 353 





Archer, Col. Fletcher H., 346 

Art Association, Virginia, 326 

Athenaeum, The, 304; Society re- 
moves from, 310 


Bacchus, Gordon, charter member, 
member committee, 1831, 294 
Bacon’s Rebellion Mss., present- 
ed by Mass. Historical Society, 
317 
Bagby, Dr. George W., Corres- 
ponding Secretary, etc. 1859, 
364; elected Corresponding Sec- 
retary and Librarian; delivers 

lecture for the Society, 309; ref- 
erence to, 316 

Baird, Henry Cary, 327 

Bancroft, George, 331 

Banks, Linn, charter member, 294 

Barksdale, George A., Recording 
Secretary, 1872, 364; Committee, 
365; reference to, 330 

Barney, Dr. Charles G., Commit- 
tee, 1870, 365; services in pre- 
serving collections of Society, 
313, 314, 315; publishes reprint 
of Hamor, 317; Treasurer, 
1860, 364; tribute to, 320; ref- 
erence to, 316, 317, 318, 319, 330, 
339 

Baxter, Sidney L., makes annual 
address, 300; Committee, 1836, 
365 
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Bayard, Hon. Thomas F., procures 
gift of books, 339 

Beale, Dr. James, charter member, 
295 

Beirne, Andrew, charter member, 
294 

Barrett, William, gives portrait of 
George Washington, 306 

Bentley, Miss Anne C., Assistant 
Secretary, 365 

Black and Tan Convention, 332 

Black Hawk Hank, by Ford, given 
by ———, 304; Black Hawk, 
His Son and the Prophet, group 
portrait painted and given by R. 
M. Sully, 304 

Blakeley gun, 354 

“Bolling Hall”, 328 

Bolling, Jane Rolfe, 328; Philip, 
charter member, 294; Colonel 
William, 328 

Bondet, 306 

Books, given by Isaac Davenport, 
348 ; bequeathed by Miss Hartley 
Graham, 342; given by Miss Ag- 
nes C. Robinson, 351; given as 
a memorial to Mrs. Mary New- 
ton Stanard, 358; given by Miss- 
es Talcott, 358; given by T. 
Catesby Jones, 360; storage of 
rarely used, 358 


Bradish, Wheaton, charter mem- 


ber, 295 
Brauer, —————, 324 
Briggs, David, charter member, 


295; Dr. Robert, charter mem- 
ber, committee, 294 

Bright, Mayor J. Fulmer, 354 

Brock, Robert A., Corresponding 
Secretary, etc., 1875, 364; Com- 
mittee, 1882, 365; editor of pub- 
lications, 332, 333; complimen- 
tary resolution in regard to, 337; 








INDEX 


references to, 303, 324, 329, 336, 
337 

Brockenbrough, Dr. John, charter 
member; member Committee, 
1831, 393; President of Acad- 
emy Trustees, 297 

Brodnax, General William H., 
charter member, 293, 294 

Brooke, Francis T., Committee, 
1833 ; Henry S., Committee, 1837, 
365; Robert S., charter member, 
294; Robert T., Committee, 1882, 
365; Treasurer, 1870, 337, 364; 
death of, 347 

Brown, John, raid, W. N. Mc- 
Donald asked to write account 
of, 316 

Bruce, James, charter member, 
294; Philip A., Committee, 1893, 
365; elected Corresponding Sec- 
retary and Librarian, 337; res- 
ignation as Cor. Secty., and ser- 
vices to Society, 344; Vice-Pres- 
ident, 364; reference to, 301 

Bryan, Mrs. Isobel Stewart, 339 

Bryan, John Stewart, Committee, 
1908, 365; Vice-President, 364; 
contributed to republication of 
Virginia Gazette, 352; gives stor- 
age space for books, etc., 358; 
reference to, 356 

Bryan, Joseph, Committee, 1882, 
365; elected President, 337; de- 
clines re-election, 345; elected 
President, 1892, 1906; first an- 
nual address, 337; loving cup 
given to, 345; death, character 
and services to the Society, 346, 
347; Memoir of, by W. G. Mc- 
Cabe; reference to, 338 

Bryce, Archibald, Jr., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Brydon, Dr. G. McLaren, refer- 
ence to, 291 
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Building Fund, bequest to by Pres- 
ident E. V. Valentine, 359; sub- 
scription to, 362 

Burke, William, 298 

Burton, Dr. Martin, charter mem- 
ber, 295 

Burton, Robert, charter member, 
295 

Bushnell, David I., Jr., 323 

Busts given the Society: Dr. James 
McClurg, 315; Judge Spencer 
Roane, 315; James Madison, 324; 
John Y. Mason, 356; James 
Maury, 

Byrd, George H., 325 

Byrd, Wm, Mss. copy of Journal, 
297 

Byrd Letters, etc., 324, 325 

Byrd, William, New York, 325 


Cabell, H. Coalter, Committee, 
1856, 365; resolutions in regard 
to, 333; references to, 310, 316, 
327, 331 

Cabell, J. Alston, Committee, 1889, 
333, 365 

Cabell, Col. Julien, 354 

Cabell, Joseph C., charter member, 
294; plan for a monument at 
Jamestown, 308; reference to, 
297 

Cabell, N. F., gives Mss. of Ed- 
mund Randolph’s History of 
Virginia, 325; to write a post- 
Revolutionary history of Vir- 
ginia, 235; reference to, 308 

Cabell, Dr. Robert H., 303 

Cahoun, George, 321 

Caldwell, W. B. T., charter mem- 
ber, 204 

Campbell, David, Vice-President, 
1837, 364 

Capitol, Virginia State, rooms in 
given Society, 315; disaster, 1870, 





315, 321; Society takes action in 
regard to, 321; references to, 
319, 326; Square, 303 

Carrington, Dr. Richard A., char- 
ter member, 295; Committee, 
1835, 365 

Cary, John B., Committee, 1896, 
365 

Catesby’s “Natural History”, 342 

Catalogue and inventory to be pre- 
pared, 1870, 320 

Centennials of 1881, Society’s part 
in, 331; Centennial Celebration 
of Society, 360 

Chamberlayne, Dr. Churchill G., 
Committee, 1931, 365 

Chandler, John A., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Chandler, Dr. J. A. C., Commit- 
tee, 1900, 365 

Chevallie, Mrs., gives portraits of 
Martha Washington, General 
Knox, C. A. Gerrard and the 
Duke de Lauzon, all by C. W. 
Peale, 308 

Chittenden, William B., Commit- 
tee, 1837, 365 

Christian, Bolivar, Committee, 
1870, 365 

Cincinnati, minutes of, placed with 
the Society, returned, 303, 341, 
349 

Claiborne, Herbert A., and Hamil- 
ton, give Cabell, Claiborne, etc., 
papers, 356 

Clark, Rev. W. Meade, Commit- 
tee, 1897, 365, resignation, reso- 
lution in regard to, 350 

Clopton, John B., Commanding 
Secretary, 1831, 293; Recording 
Secretary, 1831, 364; Vice- 
President, 1838, 364; reference 
to, 308 

Clopton, William I., 308, 309 
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Cocke, General John H., charter 
member, 294 

Cocke, Lucien, obtains many new 
members, 355 

Cocke, General Philip St. George, 
contributes to Society’s funds, 
304 

Cocke, Dr. William, 342 

Coles, Edward, 306 

“Collections” published by 
Hist. Society 1833, 297, 338 

Colonial Dames of Virginia, donor, 
339, 343; offer aid, 347 

Committee entertained at private 
houses, 299 

Confederate bonds bought by 
Society, 317; Confederate forti- 
fication, 349; Senate, sign of, 
given to Confederate Museum, 
341; records and relics in So- 
ciety collection, 322 

Constitution of the Society, 338 

“Convention of 1829-30”, by H. B. 
Grigsby, 310 

Conventions of 1775-6, 1788, and 
1829-30, by Hugh Blair Grigsby, 
310, 330 

Cook, Mrs. Fanny Mason, give 
bust of John G. Mason, 356 

Corcoran, W. W., Committee 1882, 
365; gives $500 to Society, 331; 
presents Dinwiddie Papers, 331; 
donor, 317; Vice-President, 
1881, 364; resolutions on death 
of, 333 

CorRRESPONDING SECRETARIES, LI- 
BRARIANS AND Epitors, VIRGINIA 
Histyricat Society, List, 364 

CoRRESPONDING MEMBERS, VIR- 
cinta Historica Society, List, 
369 et seq. 

Cottrell, O. L., Committee, 1884, 
337, 365 


Va. 
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Cowpens, Battle of, Centennial, 
331 

Crozet, Claudins, 398 

Crump, W. W., 313 

Culpeper, Lord, portrait given the 
Society, 304, 305; reference to, 
319 

Curry, Rev. J. L. M., Committee, 
1870, 365; elected Vice-Presi- 
dent, 1884, 337, 364; death of, 
345; references to, 316, 334, 336 

CusHInG, Dr. JonaTHAN P., sil- 
houette, frontispiece, Oct. Mag- 
azine; President of Hampden- 
Sydney College, 199 et seq; 
founder of the Virginia Histori- 
cal and Philosophical Society ; 
Vice-President, 293, 364; Bio- 
graphical Sketch, by Dr. J. D. 
Eggleston, 199 et seq; reference 
to, 291 

Custom House, 319 


Dabney, R. H., Committee, 1893, 
337, 365 

Daniel, John Warwick, Committee, 
170, 365 

Daniel, Peter V., Jr., 325 

Dartmouth College, 199 

Davenport, Isaac, gives books, 348 

Delegates, Hall of House of, 333, 
336, 337 

Dew, Thomas R., asked to address 
the Society, 300 

Dinwiddie Papers presented by W. 
W. Corcoran, 331; ordered to be 
printed, 331; published, 332 

Dooley, Mrs. James H., 338 

Dromgoole, George C., charter 
member, 294 


Early Voyages, 302 
“Edgehill”, 309 
“Edge Hill”, Charlotte Co., 330 
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Eggleston, Dr. Joseph D., Com- 
mittee, 1931, 365; reference to, 
291 

Ellis, Charles, 328 

Ellis, Thomas H., Committee, 1847, 
306, 365; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, 1868; Vice-President, 1884; 
references to, 316, 317 

Ellyson, H. K., 321 

Endowment (Permanent Fund), 
318 

Endowment converted into Con- 
federate bonds, 1861, 312 

English, Mr., 335 

English records relating to Amer- 
ica, request that they be copied, 
300 

English county histories, large col- 
lection, given by T. Catesby 
Jones, 360 

Esher, Lord, 339 

Executive CoMMITTEE, VIRGINIA 
HistoricaL Society, List, 365 
et seq; meets weekly, 333; en- 
tertained in private houses, 310; 
elected by the officers, 1856, 306 

Exhibition, Loan, 1897, 342, 343 


Fairfax, Lord, 360 

Farmer's Register, The, 299 

Faulkner, Charles James, charter 
member, 294 

Featherstonhough, G. W., 333 

Finances, 304, 331, 338 

Fire of 1865, Richmond, 314 

Fireproor Houss, PLans For, 353, 
357, 358; great need of, 361 

Floyd, John, Committee, 1831, 365; 
presides at first meeting, 293; 
Vice-President, 1831, 293 

Forbes, John, charter member, 295 

Ford, portrait of Black Hawk, 304 

Franklin, Benjamin, portrait given 
by W. C. Rives, 304 





Freeman, Dr. Douglas S., obtains 
many new members, 355 
Fullerton, Judge William, 327 


Gaines, Richard H., Committee, 
365 

Galt, sculptor, 298 

Galt, W. W. & Brother, donors to 
the Society, 317 

Gallaher, John S., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Garnett, James M., charter mem- 
ber, 293; reference to, 334 

General Court House, 303 

Georgia, C. S. A., log book of, 
given the Confederate Museum, 
341 

Gerrard, C. E., portrait by C. W. 
Peale, given by Mrs. Chevallie, 
308 

Gholson, James H., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Giles, Thomas B., Committee, 1837, 
365 

Giles, Thomas T., Committee, 1837, 
306, 365; services in preserving 
collections of Society, 313, 315; 
gives portrait of George Mason, 
306; references to, 316, 317, 320 

Gilmer, Major General J. F., col- 
lection of maps, given by Mrs. 
Minnis, 349 

Gilmer, Thomas W., charter mem- 
ber, 294; delivers annual ad- 
dress, 365 

Ginter, Lewis, Committee, 1888, 
365 

Glasgow, Arthur Graham, 360 

Gordon, Armistead C., Committee, 
1897, 365; author of Memoir of 
W. Gordon McCabe, 351 

Ghaham, Miss Hartley, bequeathes 
books, 342 

Grant, General U. S., 323 
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Great Bridge Chapter, D. A. R, 
Norfolk, donor to the Society, 
340 

Green, Dr. B. H., Committee, 1891, 
337, 365 

Green, William, Vice - President, 
1870, 364; death of and action 
of Society, 329 

Greenhow, 302 

Gregory, George C., Committee, 
1928, 365; gives fireproof stor- 
age for books, etc., 358 

Grigsby, Carrington, 330 

Grigsby, Hugh Blair, Committee, 
1834, 369; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, 1857, 364; President, 1870, 
363; writes “Convention of 1788”, 
305; author of works on Va. 
Conventions, 310; death of, ac- 
tion of Society, his works, 329; 
resolutions in regard to, 330; 
services to the Society, 310; 
Correspondence with R. C. Win- 
throp, 380; references to, 309, 
322, 329, 354 

Grinnan, Judge Daniel, Committee, 
1908, 365; President, 1930, 359, 
363; services to the Society, 359; 
obtains many new members, 355 

Guillaume, artist, 306, 309 

Guns, Confederate, given by War 
Department, U. S. A., 354 


Hall, Jacob, charter member, 295 

Hampden - Sydney College under 
Dr. Cushing, 199 

Harp, given by heirs of Mrs. Rob- 
ert Williams, 355 

Harrison, L. Ashton, gives Ran- 
dolph Harrison papers, 354 

Harrison, Fairfax, Committee, 
1920, 365; contributes to reprint- 
ing Virginia Gazette, 352; donor 
of books and manuscripts, etc., 
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307 ; obtains many new members, 
355; references to, 356, 360 

Harrison, Randolph, of “Clifton”, 
correspondence given by L. A. 
Harrison, 354 

Hamor’s “True _ Relation”, re- 
printed by Dr. C. G. Barney and 
the Society, 317 

Harvie, General Jacquelin B., char- 
ter member, 295 

Heath, James E., Recording Sec- 
retary, 1831, 293, 364; Corres- 
ponding Secretary, 1835, 364; 
Vice-President, 1847, 364; ref- 
erence to, 299 

Hening’s Statutes at Large of Vir- 
ginia, 302 

Henneman, J. B., Committee, 1893, 
337, 365 

Henry, Patrick, portrait given by 
Thomas Sully, 304; copies of 
papers given by John Henry, 
309; his punch bowl, given by 
Mrs. F. C. Tyree, and remarks 
on by President McCabe, 353 


Henry, Wm. Wirt, Committee, 
1870, 365; Vice-President, 1877, 
364, 365; President, 1891, 334, 
362; officers resolution on H. B. 
Grigsby, 330; to prepare a me- 
morial of William Green, 329; 
complimentary resolutions in re- 
gard to, 337; portrait given by 
W. W. Henry, Jr., 354; refer- 
ences, 333, 336, 338 


Henry, W. W., Jr., gives portrait 
of President Wm. Wirt Henry, 
354 

Henry, Mrs. W. W. (Lucy Gray), 
343 

Hesselius, artist, 306 

Hiner, Harrison, charter member, 
294 
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Hoge, Rev. Moses, President of 
Hampden-Sydney College, 199 
Hoge, Rev. M. D., account of 
Capitol Disaster, 321 

Home at Last, A, 335 

Honorary MEMBERS, VIRGINIA 
HistoricaAL Society, List, 368 


et seq 
House of Delegates, Old Hall of, 
293, 299, 304 


Hughes, Robert M., Committee, 
1891, 337, 365 

“Huguenot Emigration, Documents 
Relating to”, published, 332 

Hunt, Gaillard, 324 

Hunton, Eppa, Jr., Committee, 
1920, 365 

Hutzler, Henry S., reference, 337 


Indian relics, 319 
Ingram, Miss Carter, Assistant 
Secretary, 365 


Jackson, Joseph, charter member, 
295 

“Jackson, Stonewall, Camp, Pray- 
er in”, lithograph, 323 

James, Edward Wilson, Committee, 
1896, 365; bequest to Permanent 
Fund, 348 

James, G. P. R., gives autographs 
to Society, 298 

Jamestown, celebration at, 308, 
369; Society offers co-operation, 
338; sea wall at, 345; Society, 
The”, 1848, 308; Exposition, So- 
ciety’s exhibit at, 347 

Jefferson, Thomas, portrait given 
by T. J. and G. W. Randolph, 
309 

Johnson, George N., Treasurer, 
1837, 364 

Johnston, Andrew, Committee and 
Recording Secretary, 1853, 306, 





365; references to, 308, 316, 317 
Johnston, Mrs. George Ben, gives 
portrait of Dr. Palmer, 308 
Johnston, Mrs. J. A., Assistant 
Secretary, 365 

Johnston, Peyton, 324 

Jones, T. Catesby, gives English 
county histories, 359 

Jones, Rev. John William, 327 

Judkins, W. D., gives copy of 
Canova’s Washington, 351 


Keiley, Anthony M., Committee, 
1870, 360; letter in regard to gift 
of portrait of Washington, 345, 
346; references to, 316, 331 

Kent, Charles W., Committee, 
1894, 365 

Kerchival, Andrew W., asked to 
write life of James Wood, 324 

Knox, Alexander G., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Knox, General, portrait by C. W. 
Peale, given by Mrs. Chevallie, 
308 


Lancaster, R. A., Jr., Committee, 
1906, 365; Treasurer, 1907, 364; 
his “Old Virginia Homes and 
Churches”, 347 

Lauzon, Duke de, portrait, by C. 
W. Peale, given by Mrs. Chev- 
allie, 308 

Leake, J. Jordan, Committee, 1920, 
365; obtains many new members, 
355 

Leake, Judge W. J., Committee, 
1906, 365; death of, 349 

Leconfield, Lord, 342 

Lee, Arthur, memoir of, by Con- 
way Robinson, publication pre- 
pared, 336; portrait, by C. W. 
Peale, given by Charles Carter 
Lee, 
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Lee, Cassius F., bequeathes Lee and 
Ludwell papers to Society, 336 
Lee, Charles Carter, Committee, 
1847, 306, 365; address by, 302 

“Lee House, The”, illustration, 
314a; given by Mrs. John Stew- 
art and her daughters, 335 et 
seq; Society occupies, 337; de- 
scription of, 335, 336; posses- 
sion of greatly aids Society, 335 
et seq; improvements in, 338, 
347; papered and painted, 347; 
strengthened, 1897, 343; wing 
taken down and rebuilt, 347, 349; 
overcrowded condition of, 361; 
reference to, 301 

Lee, Miss Mildred, death of, house 
draped, 345 

Lee Papers bequeathed to the So- 
ciety, 336 

Lee, General R. E., portrait by 
Bruce, 323; full length photo- 
graph, 323; life-mask of, 322; 

war-time resident of “Lee House”, 
335; reference to, 323 

Leeds Castle, 305 

Leigh, Benjamin Watkins, charter 
member and chairman of Com- 
mittee, 293, 365 

Library of the Society, 317, 318, 
320, 323, 332, 333, 334; loss of 
books from, 315, 316; stored in 
Y. M. C. A. rooms, 1867, re- 
turned, 316 

Library Society, Richmond, dis- 
solves and gives books to His- 
torical Society, 310, 312 

Library of Congress, 341 

Library, Va. State, 344 

LrprRaRIES, SUBSCRIBERS TO VIR- 
GINIA Historica Society Pus- 
LICATIONS, 443 et seq 

Licking Hole Church, 328 

Lire AND ANNUAL MEMBERS, VIR- 
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GintA Historica Society, List, 
372 et seq 

Ludwell Papers bequeathed to the 
Society, 336 

Lyons, Judge William H., Com- 
mittee, 1866, 365 

Lyons, James, Committee, 
365 


1896, 


McCabe, W. Gordon, Committee, 
1900, 365; President, 1903, 1909, 
345, 363; gifts and bequest to 
the Society, 351; death, services 
to the Society; memoir by A. C. 
Gordon, 351; portrait presented 
by McCabe School Alumni As- 
sociation, 354; references to, 348, 
353 

McCabe School Alumni Associa- 
tion gives portrait of President 
McCabe, 354 

M’Camant, Samuel, charter mem- 
ber, 294 

McCarty, W. Page, 298 

McCarty, William M., 298 

McClellan’s Army, 307 

McClurg, Dr. James, bust of, given 
the Society, 315; reference to, 
319 

McCormack, Miss Helen, 361 

McCue, John H., gives Mss. of 
Edmund Randolph’s history, 325 

McDonald, William N., asked to 
write account of John Brown’s 
Raid, 316 

McDowell, James, Jr., charter 
member, 294 

McDowell, James, Vice-President, 
1847, 364 

McGuire, Frank H., Committee, 
1892, 339, 363; reference to, 

McGuire, Prof. Jno. P., Commit- 
tee, 1903, 365; reference to, 
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McGuire, John P., Jr., Committee, 
1908, 365 

M’Ilhany, James, charter member, 
294 

Macfarland, Wm. H., Cmmittee, 
1837, 365; Vice-President, 1847, 
306, 364; reference to, 317 

Madison, James, bust of, given by 
John Willis, 324; Life of, by 
W. C. Rives, 305; portrait (copy, 
by Thos. Sully after Stuart), 
given by Jacquelin P. Taylor, 
306 

Manuscripts acquired by the So- 
ciety: Randolph Harrison Pap- 
ers, 354; Claiborne, Cabell, etc., 
papers, 356; Morton Papers, 356; 
bequeathed by Samuel Imboden, 
340; Massie Papers, 327; Pat- 
rick Henry Papers, 309; given 
by General G. W. C. Lee, 340; 
Lee and Ludwell Papers, 336; 
Various, 297, 317, 325, 336; rules 
regarding use of, 314; English, 
Congress asked to have copied, 
331 

Maps, Confederate (General Gil- 
mer’s), given by Mrs. Minnis, 
349 

Marshall, Chief Justice John, elect- 
ed first President V. H. S., 1831, 
293, 363; death and resolutions 
in regard to, 298; portrait be- 
queathed by Thos. Taylor, 307; 
portrait by R. M. Sully, Sr., 
given, 341; portrait (copy), by 
W. B. Myers, given, 336 

Marshall, John, House, 348, 353 

Marshall, J. K., gives Mss. Jour- 
nal of Washington, 311 

Martin, Charles Wykeham, gives 
portrait of Lord Culpeper, 304, 
305 

Marye, Jno. L., Jr., Committee, 





1870, 365; reference to, 321 
Mason, George, portrait, copy by 
Guillaume, given by Thomas T. 

Giles, 306 
Mason, James M., Vice-President, 

1851, 306, 364 
Mason, John Y., Vice-President, 

1850, 306, 364; death of, resolu- 

tions, 309; bust of, given by Mrs. 

Fanny Mason Cook, 356; refer- 

ence to, 304 
Mass. Historical Society, gifts 

from, to Va. Society, 317; pub- 

lishes photostats of the Virginia 

Gazette, 352 
Massie, Dr. Thomas, charter mem- 

ber, 294, 365; Col. Thomas J., 

bequeathes manuscripts, etc., 327 
Maury, M. F., address by, 302 
Maury, William A., 310; Com- 

mittee, 1868, 365; reports on the 

Society’s collections, 319; ref- 

erences to, 316, 321, 327 
Maupin, Socrates, Committee, 1847, 

298, 365; Corresponding Secre- 

tary, 364 
Maxwell, William, Corresponding 

Secretary and Librarian, 306, 

364; Vice-President, 1836, 364; 

editor of The Virginia Historical 

Register, 301; services to the So- 

ciety, 307; death, 307; portrait 

given the Society, 307; refer- 

ences to, 298, 300, 308, 309 
Maxwell, Mrs. Mary, gives books 

from Wm. Maxwell’s library, 

307 
Maxwell, Mrs. Mary F., portrait 

given the Society, 307 


Mayo, Edward C., 356 


Mechanics Institute Building, So- 
ciety removes to, 311; removes 
from, 312; occupied by Confed- 
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erate government, 312; refer- 
ence, 316 

Membership, 302, 333, 345, 353; 
rules in regard to, 1835, 299; 
members, 1920-1930; great in- 
crease in, 1920, etc., 355 

Meredith, C. V., Committee, 1892, 
337, 365; references, 337, 338 

Meredith, Wyndham R., Commit- 
tee, 1896, 365; reference, 357 

Messenger, Southern Literary, 300, 
301; publication space in, offered 
Society, 297 

Meminger, Secretary Treasury, C. 
S. A., 313 

Mexican War flag, given by Mrs. 
Fletcher Archer, 346; repaired 
as a gift of Mrs. A. W. Wed- 
dell, 346 

Mills, Clark, 323 

Minnis, Mrs., gives General Gil- 
mer’s Va. Confederate War 
maps, 349 

Minor, B. B., Committee, 1896, 
365; -’s Law Building occupied 
by Society, 303; references to, 
301, 302 

Minor, Lucien, 303 

Minnigerode, C. Powell, 323 

Minutes of the Society, 363 

“Miscellaneous Papers” published, 
333 

Mitchell, Prof. S. C., Committee, 
1903, 365 

Mordecai, Miss Rose, Assistant 
Secretary, 365 

Morgan, Charles S., charter mem- 
ber, 293 

Morris, Mrs. James, 338 

Morrison, Mrs. Mary, 346 

Morson, Arthur A., Committee, 
1851, 306, 365 

Morton family and other papers, 
given by Dr. Daniel Morton, 356 





Morton, Dr. Daniel, gives Morton, 
etc., collections, 356 

Morton, Dr. Richard L., 325 

Mourning ring, 354 

Munford, B. B., Committee, 1893, 
337, 365 

Myers family, services to the So- 
ciety, 306 

Myers, Gustavus A., charter mem- 
ber, member Committee, 1831, 
293, 365; Recording Secretary, 
1835, 364; references, 297, 300, 
313, 316, 317, 325 

Myers, John S., charter member, 
295; Committee, 306 

Myers, William B., gives portrait 
of John Marshall, 306 


Nelson, Hugh, charter member, 
294 

Nelson, Thomas, charter member, 
295 

Newton, Virginius, Committee, 
1893, 365; Vice-President, 1896, 
364; reference, 337 

Nicholson, Miss Elizabeth, collec- 
tion of Byrd papers, 324 

Nicholas, Robert C., charter mem- 
ber, 295, 365 

Nicolson, Andrew, portrait by St. 
Memin, given by J. E. Wood- 
bridge, 354 

Norfolk, Lower, records copied, 
340 

North Carolina, 351; State House, 
351 

Northumberland, Duke of, 305 


Old Dominion Chapter D. A. R., 
donor, 338, 339, 341, 347 

Old, Mrs., of Powhatan, 310 

Ordnance, Chief of, 354 

Osgood, Dr., 341 
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Ott, John, Committee, 1877, 365; 
offers plan for fireproof house, 
366 et seq; reference, 327 

Owen, Miss Elizabeth, Assistant 
Secretary, 365 


Page, Carter, 291 

Page, Lucy, 291 

Page, Rosewell, Committee, 1893, 
356 

Page, Thomas Nelson, Committee, 
1888, 365; delivers annual ad- 
dress, 333; references, 333, 337 

Pa. Historical Society gives Stamp 
Act stamps, 306 

Palmer, Dr. Wm. P., Committee, 
1870, 365; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, 1856, 308; Recording Sec- 
retary, 1856, 308, 337, 364; Vice- 
President, 1891, 364; reports on 
“Lee House”, 333; portrait by 
Mrs. George Ben Johnston, 308; 
reference, 334, 338 

Palmer, Col. Wm. H., Committee, 
1882, 337, 365 

Patteson, S. S. P., Committee, 
1900, 366 

Peale, C. W., 305 

Peale, Rembrandt, 308 

Pendleton, Edmund, portrait of, 
by Thos. Sully, given by Jac- 
quelin P. Taylor, 294, 305 

Percy, George, portrait given the 
Society, 305; “True Relation”, 
permission to copy refused, 341 

Permanent building, plans for, 311, 
312, 317, 322, 326 et seq; 328 

Permanent (Endowment) Fund, 
304, 338, 345, 350, 355; legacy 
to, from E. W. James, 348; gifts 
and bequest from W. G. Mc- 
Cabe, 351 

“Petersburg Volunteers”, flag of, 
given, 346 





Phi Beta Kappa, minutes delivered 
to Society, 303; returned, 303 

Philips Exeter Academy, 199 

Piano, 1784, given Society by Miss 
Stone, 355 

Pistols, 327; old English, given, 
298 

Pleasants, Mrs. James, 338 

Pleasants, John H., charter mem- 
ber, 295; Committee, 1834, 365; 
reference, 298 

Poe, E. A., 197, 298 

Pocahontas, portrait of, given by 
Thomas Sully, 304 
Portraits acquired by the Soci- 
ety: Black Hawk, His Son and 
the Prophet, by R. M. Sully, Sr., 
304, 341; W. Gordon McCabe, 
by Silvette, 354; William Wirt 
Henry, 354; John Marshall, by 
R. M. Sully, Sr., 341; William 
C. Rives, by Miss Landon Rives, 
354; George Washington (given 
by A. N. Keiley), 345; Black 
Hawk, by Ford, 304; Lord Cul- 
peper, 304, 305; Duke de Lauzon, 
by C. W. Peale, 308; Benjamin 
Franklin (copy after Greuze) ; 
C. A. Gerrard, by C. W. Peale, 
308; Patrick Henry, by Thomas 
Sully, 304; Thomas Jefferson 
(copy by Guillaume after Stu- 
art), 309; General Henry Knox, 
by C. W. Peale, 308; General 
R. E. Lee, by Bruce, 323; James 
Madison (copy by Thos. Sully 
after Stuart), 306; Chief Jus- 
tice Marshall (bequeathed by 
Thomas Taylor), 307; Chief 
Justice Marshall (copy by W. 
B. Myers after Inman), 306; 
George Mason (copy by Guil- 
laume), 306; Edmund Pendle- 
ton (by Thos. Sully from minia- 
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ture), 305; George Percy, 305; 
Pocahontas, by Thomas Sully, 
304; George Washington (by 
Thomas Sully after Stuart), 
306; Martha Washington, by C. 
W. Peale, 308 

Portraits belonging to the Society, 
stored 1861-1870, 311; lost, 315, 
329, 362; number of, 1870, 315; 
lent to Virginia House exhibi- 
tion, 356 

Portrait, Virginia Historical, Exhi- 
bition at Virginia House, 356, 
357 

President of the Society, term of 
service, 338, 340 

Price, John Harvie, charter mem- 
ber, 295 

Pryor, General Roger A., 327 

Publications of the Society, 300, 
309 

Purcell, Mrs. Lillie, 339 


Putney, Mrs. Stephen, 338 


Raleigh, Sir Walter, Society con- 
tributes to memorial window, 329 

Rambout, 345 

Randolph, George W., Committee, 
1853, 306; references, 308, 316; 
Rt. Rev. A. M., Committee, 1906, 
365; Edmund, manuscript history 
of Virginia, 325; “Vindication 
of”, by P. V. Daniel, Jr., 325; 
John, of Roanoke, owned Mss. 
minutes of Virginia Company, 
by R. M. Sully, Jr.; Speaker 
341; John, of Roanoke, portrait, 
Peyton, portrait owned by So- 
ciety, 356; Randolph portraits 
(nine), given by Mrs. Skipwith; 
Randolph, T. J. and G. W., give 
portrait of Jefferson, 309; Wil- 
liam, 2d, portrait, 356 
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Records, County, copied by State, 
344 

Records, State, bad condition and 
loss of, 319, 321 

Records, Virginia, 303, 304 

Reconstruction period, 321 

“Red Hill”, 309 

Reynolds, Rowland, charter mem- 
ber, 295, 365 

Rhode Island Historical Society, 
300 

Rice, Dr. John H., 199 

Richardson, David C., Committee, 
1886, 365; Recording Secretary, 
1893 and 1901, 364 

Richardson, William H., Librarian, 
1831, 293, 364 

“Richmond Blues, 
drawing, 323 

Richmond City, 295, 311; gives 
$150 annually to Society, 304; 
grants rooms in Academy, 1836, 
297 ; great fire, April, 1865, 314; 
Library Society, 316 

Rives, William C., President, 1848, 
302, 363; requested to write life 
of James Madison, complies, 
305; address by, 1848, 302; death 
of, resolutions, 317, 318, 354; 
portrait copied and presented by 
Miss Landon Rives, 354; refer- 

zence to, 310, 316 

Rives, Miss Landon, copies and 
gives portrait of President Wm. 
C. Rives, 354 

Roane, Judge Spencer, bust of, 
given the Society, 315 


Robertson, Harrison, 307 

Robertson, John, Vice - President, 
1857, 364 

Robertson, W. H., 307 


Robins, Mrs. Sally Nelson, Assist- 
ant Secretary, 347, 365 
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Robinson, Miss Agnes C., gifts of 
books, manuscripts, portraits, etc., 
318, 351, 352 

Robinson, Merit, charter member, 
295 

Robinson, Conway, Committee, 
1831, 306, 365; Treasurer, 1831, 
293, 364; Chairman Executive 
Committee, 302; Recording Sec- 
retary, 364; Vice-President, 1882, 
364; pays debt of the Society, 
304; gift of part of library by 
Miss Agnes C. Robinson, 351; 
notes from old records made by, 
303, 304; proposes permanent 
building, 1868, 317; portraits of, 
318; tribute to, 318; prepares 
memoir of Arthur Lee, 336; 
references to, 299, 308, 316 

Robinson, Morgan P., Committee, 
1914, 365; Recording Secretary, 
1928, 364 

Roosevelt, Theodore, letter as to 
addressing the Society, 339, 340 

Ruffin, Edmund, charter member, 
294; prepares essay for Society, 
299 

Royal Historical Manuscripts, pub- 
lications given, 339 

Robinson, Mrs. Evelyn Byrd, 339 


St. Margaret’s Church, London, 
329 

St. Sepulchre’s Church, London, 
360 

Sands, Alexander H., Committee, 
1926, 365 

Scott, George Cole, Committee, 
1930, 365; has Society’s portraits 
cleaned and repaired, 357; ref- 
erence to, 356 

Seal of the Society, 324, 325 

Secession Convention, Recollections 
asked for, 343, 344 





SECRETARIES, ASSISTANT, VIRGINIA 
HrstoricaL Society, List, 365 
Shaw, Charles B., Committee, 1835, 
365 

Sheppard, William P., Committee, 
1831, 365; Treasurer, 1833, 364; 
charter member, 356 

Skipwith, Mrs. Gray, presents Ran- 
dolph portraits, 356 

Slaughter, Daniel F., charter mem- 
ber, 294 

Smith, Capt. John, 298 

Smith, Capt. John, Commemora- 
tion at St. Sepulchre’s Church, 
London, 361 

Southern Literary Messenger, The, 
293, 299 

Southern Historical Society, 326 

“Spotswood, Alexander, Letters 
of”, official, published, 332; let- 
ters bought by Society, 333; 
John F., 333 

Stamp Act Stamps, 306 

Stanard, Mrs. Mary Newton, 
books, etc., given as memorial 
to, 358 

Stanard, W. G., Committee, 1894, 
365; Corresponding Secretary, 

yetc., 1898, 364; reference, 358 

State Library publications, 302 

Stewart, Mrs. John and daughters 
give “Lee House” to Society, 
335 et seq 

Stone, Miss Lucie P., makes valu- 
able gifts, 355 

Street, John T., charter member, 
294 

Stringfellow, Charles S., Commit- 
tee, 1870, 365 

Stuart, Alex. H. H., Committee, 
1882, 365; President, 1881, 363; 
asked to write “The Committee 
of Nine”, 332; death, resolutions, 
334; reference, 334 
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Stuart, Gilbert, 306 

Sully, R. M., Jr., letter as to por- 
traits, 341 

Sully, R. M., Sr., 341 

Sully, Thomas, 306; gives por- 
traits, 304 

Summers, George W., charter 
member, 294 

Suttor, James T., donor to the So- 
ciety, 317 

Swem, Earl G., Committee, 1918, 
365 

Swords, 327 

Sycamore Church, Society given 
rooms in, 315 


Talcott, Misses, give papers and 
books from collection of Col. 
T. M. U. Talcott, 358 

Taylor, Jacquelin P., Treasurer, 
1854, 306, 364; gives portrait of 
Edmund Pendleton, 305; gives 
portrait of James Madison, 306; 
donor to building fund, 1860, 
311; reference, 316 

Taylor, Thomas, bequeathes por- 
trait of Marshall, 307 

Tazewell, L. W., 307 

Thompson, Garland, 341 

Thompson, John R., 298 

Traylor, Robert Lee, Committee, 
1893, 365; Recording Secretary, 
1896, 364; reference, 337 

TREASURERS OF THE VIRGINIA His- 
TORICAL Society, List, 364 

Trent, Mrs. Lucy Carter, 341 

Tucker, George, charter member, 
293; Committee, 1831, 365 

Tucker, Henry St. George, Presi- 
dent, 1837, 298, 363; references, 
300, 354 

Tunstall, Robert B., Committee, 
1930, 365 

Tyler, L. G., Committee, 1888, 337, 
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365; Vice-President, 1903, 364; 
reference, 337 

Tyree, Mrs. M. T. C., bequeathes 
Patrick Henry’s punch bowl, 353 


University of Virginia, fire at; 
books given to by Society, 339; 
references to, 293, 301 

Upshur, Abel P., asked to make 
annual address, 300 


Valentine, Edward V., Committee, 
1880, 337, 365; Vice-President, 
1902, 364; President, 1922, 363; 
elected President Emeritus, 359; 
death, services to Society, large 
bequest, 359; references to, 298, 
324, 327, 333, 354; Edward P., 
Committee, 1893, 365; Museum, 
Exhibition by Society at, 361 

Venable, E. C., Committee, 1894 

Venable, Nathaniel E., charter 
member, 294; S. W., Committee, 
1895, 365 

Vice-PRESIDENTS OF THE VIRGINIA 
Historicat Society, List, 364 

Vircint1aA CoMPANY, minutes of, 
efforts to print and discussion 
in regard to, 340, 341, 342; in 
Library of Congress (Byrd 
copy), 342; in Society’s Collec- 
tion, 341, 342; Library of Con- 
gress, copy published, 341 

Virginia Gazette, publication of, 
photostats of by Mass. Historical 
Society. Fairfax Harrison, Col. 
Henry W. Anderson, and J. 
Stewart Bryan, contributed pre- 
liminary cost in behalf of Vir- 
ginia Historical Society, 352 

Virginia Historical Register, The, 
301, 309; Reporter, 369 

Virginia History, plan to publish 
all matter relating to, 302 
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VirciniaA Historica (AND Puto- 
SOPHICAL) Society, 1831-1931, 
History or, 292 et seq; Vir- 
ginia Historical Society, organ- 
ized 1831, 293 et seq; charter 
members, 293; first officers elect- 
ed, 293; address to the people 
of Virginia, 1832, 295 et seq; 
publishes “Collections”, 183 3, 
297; given rooms at the Acad- 
emy, 1836, 297; annual meeting, 
1838, 306; dormant period, 1838- 
1847, 300, 301; revival of, 1849, 
301; first meeting after 1846, 
302; attempt to remove to the 
University, 301; has rooms in 
“Minor’s Law Building”, 1847, 
303; has rooms in Athenaeum, 
1852; removes to Mechanics In- 
stitute, 1859, 310; leaves Me- 
chanics Institute, 316; converts 
endowment into Confederate 
bonds, 317; officers and Commit- 
tee, 1861-70, their great services, 
316; first annual meeting, 1870 
(after 1861), 321; stores col- 
lections, 1861-65; report on col- 
lections by W. A. Maury, 1870, 
319; properly recovered after 
1865, 318, 319; property of, 1868, 
317; given rooms in State Li- 
brary and Sycamore Church, 
1870, 322; has rooms in West- 
moreland Club, 1880, 329; de- 
cline of Society, 1891-93, 334; 
change of administration, 1892, 
336, 337, 338; given the “Lee 
House”, 1893, 335 et seq; growth 
after 1893, 335 et seq; resolves 
to lend endowment to United 
States government, 1917, 313, 
314; Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Wed- 
dell offer house for, 352; give 
reversion of “Virginia House”, 





352, 353; Society has exhibition 
at Valentine Museum, 360, 361; 
Centennial celebration, 292; rec- 
ords of, 363; gifts to, 307; min- 
utes of, 301, 319; publications 
of, 310, 311; difficulty of pre- 
paring list of officers and mem- 
bers, 363 

Virernia House, illustration, 252a ; 
account of, 352, 353; Historica! 
Portraiture, exhibition at; re- 
reversion of deeded to Society, 
353; references to, 354, 357 

VircIntA MAGAZINE oF History 
AND Brocrapnuy, plans for pub- 
lishing, 338, 339; begun, 336; 
centennial number, 291 

Virginia (Merrimac), drawings of, 
323 

“Virginia, Old Homes and Church- 
es of”, by R. A. Lancaster, Jr., 
347 

Virginia, Post-Revolutionary his- 
tory of, to be written by M. F. 
Cabell, 235 

Va. State Library, Society's prop- 
erty stored in, 311 


Wallace, William, donor to the So- 
ciety, 317 

Walton, Capt. C. C., 323 

War AND RECONSTRUCTION, history 
of the Society during, 311 et seq 

Washington Monument at Wash- 
ington, resolutions in regard to, 
332 

Washington, George, portrait 
(copy) by Thos. Sully, given by 
Wm. Barrett, 306; portrait of, 
given by A. M. Keily, 245; 
statue of, action of Society in 
regard to, 302; resolutions in 
regard to statue, 302; Martha, 
portrait by C. W. Peale, given 
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by Mrs. Chevallie, 308; George, 
copy of Canova’s statue given by 
J. D. Judkins, 351; a journal of 
published, 311 

Watervliet Arsenal, 354 

Watkins, Henry E., charter mem- 


ber, 293; Joseph S., charter 
member, 294 

Weddell, Alexander Wilbourne, 
Committee, 1930, 365; references, 
344, 352 


Weddell, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 
W., propose building a home for 
the Society, 352; build “Virginia 
House”, 351; give reversion of 
“Virginia House”, 352, 353 

Weddell, Mrs. A. W., has Mexican 
war flag repaired, 346 

Weddell, Miss Margaret W., As- 
sistant Secretary, 365 

Wellford, Hon, B. B., Jr., Com- 
mittee, 1875, 365; Recording Sec- 
retary, 1870; references to, 316, 
329, 331 

West Indies, 291 

Westmoreland Club, offers rooms, 
etc., to the Society, 328; refer- 
ences to, 301, 334 

“Whig Building”, 303 

White, Thomas W., offers space 

in Southern Literary Messenger, 
297; reference to, 297 

Whitehead, John B., Committee, 
1882, 365 

Whitworth gun, 354 

Williams, E. Randolph, Commit- 
tee, 1936, 365 

Williams, Miss Robert, harp given 
by heirs of, 355 

Williams, T. C., Committee, 1893, 
365 

Williams, T. C., Jr., Committee, 
337 
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Williamsburg, Va., 307 

William and Mary College, 325 

Willis, John, gives bust of James 
Madison, 324 

Wilson, Professor Woodrow, ask- 
ed to address Society, 338 

“Wilton”, 356 

Winder, N. J., gives old manu- 
scripts, 299 

Winthrop, R. C., Jr., 330; expect- 
ed to visit Richmond, 330; ref- 
erences to, 329, 332 

Wisconsin Historical Society, 305 

Wise, Barton H., Committee, 1895, 
343, 365 

Women, Dissertation on the Sexes 
or Powers of, in Society, by T. 
R. Dew, 300 

Wood, Col. James, life to be writ- 
ten, 324 

Woodbridge, J. E., donor to the 
Society, 354 

Woodbury, Charles L., 327 

World War, record of deaths of 
Virginians, to be published in 
Magazine, 350; resolution to in- 
vest all endowment in Liberty 
bonds, 350, 351 

Wynne, Thomas H., Correspond- 
ing Secretary, etc., 1870, 164; 
care of Society’s property, 316; 
bequest of books to Society, 322; 
references to, 316, 324 


Yale University, 292 

Y. M. C. A,, books stored by So- 
ciety in, 1867, 316, 318; books 
returned from, 316 

¥. MC. A, 333 

Yonge, Samuel H., Committee, 
1903, 365; superintends rebuild- 
ing of wing, 340, 341 

Yorktown, monument at, 303 
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EXTRA COPIES 
of this Number 


There will be 100 extra copies of this number of the 
Magazine published. New members can begin with 
this number at the usual annual dues; but to all per- 
sons or libraries, not members or subscribers, the price 
of these extra numbers will be $2.00 each. 


The index to Vol. XXXIX will appear with the next 


Magazine. 








Souille 
Seville, Sevilley, Soulie, Sulie, Soullie, 
Suillee, Swilley, Swille. 


WANTED—lInformation as to descendants of Nicholas 
Souille (or other spellings), Huguenot settler in 
King Wm. Parish, Manakintown, Va., by his son 
Stephen or daughter Ann (married 1757 to Wm. 
Durham) who are named in his will, 1735, in 
Goochland Co. records. 

Information as to ancestors, descendants and residence of the 
following Revolutionary Soldiers of the list published by H. J. 
Eckenrode, Archivist: Sevely, Jacob, Aud. Acct., 1779-80, 183; 
Sulier, Matthew (6 V. R.) War Dept. 128, 2; Swilley, John, Ches- 
terfield Co. Supplement, list of Militia, I. 


Information as to ancestors or descendants of the following, 
resident in Frederick Co., Va.: Martin Suvilly or Suverly, on tax 
list 1783 to 1800; Betsey Sovver mar. 1789 to Philip Philips by 
Rev. Streit; Susanna Suberly mar. 1791 to Henery Bowman by 
Rev. Streit; Rosannah Suverly mar. 1797 to Henry Schrack by 
Rev. Alex. Balmain. 


Correspondence will be appreciated. 
MISS HELEN A. SIMPSON 
334 King’s Highway East, Haddonfield, New Jersey 





Mr. Reginald M. Glencross 


176 WORPLE ROAD, WIMBLEDON, 
LONDON S. W. 20, ENG. 


Undertakes Pedigree Work and all kinds of 
Record Searching. 





In order to qualify himself for this profession Mr. Glencross 
studied History at Trinity College, Cambridge, from 1896-9 to 1899, 
when he took Honours in the Historical Tripos and his B. A. degree. 
For three years, 1900-3, he was an Assistant Secretary at the Office of 
Arms, Dublin Castle, where he had experience in the practical side of 
historical research. In 1905 he passed the Law Tripos at Cambridge 
and took his LL. B., and subsequently satisfied the Examiner in Palae- 
ology and Diplomatic at the London School of Economics, being one 
of the four who did so. 


CHARGES MODERATE 


Intending Clients should send full particulars of what they already 
know and a draft for a round sum at their own discretion. Mr. Glen- 
cross will report as soon as any thing relevant is found or, failing that, 
the money is exhausted. Any balance remaining in hand will be returned. 


If you have found your Emigrant Ancestor 
why be content to stop there? 





British Record Socety, Ltd. 


120 CHANCERY LANE, W. C. 
LONDON, ENGLAND. 


P. C. C. WILLS, 1657-1660. 


The volume for the period 1653-6 is now completed and the Council 
is now proceeding with the next volume, covering the remaining years 
of the period of General Jurisdiction. This work will be much delayed 
unless sufficient funds are available to meet the cost of the clerical 
assistance necessary in checking with the Act Books, arranging in lexi- 
cographical order, etc. All who desire the expedition of this important 
part of the society’s work are asked to send special Donations for this 
purpose to the Honorary Treasurer. 
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/A beautiful gift volume for those interested in Virginiana. 








-- 





| Vestry Book of Kingston Parish 


MATHEWS COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


$5.00 postpaid 
Copies of the Vestry Book of Christ Church 
Parish are still available at $6.50 








Fauquier During the Proprietorship 
A Chronicle of the Colonization and Organi- 
zation of a Northern Neck County 


A f ies left at ; 
the publication price $3.50 Postpaid 
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The Story of an Old Town 


By Gruure Cary McCase 


A Story of the Settlement at Kicoughtan and the 
Burning of Hampton. 


$1.00 Per Copy, Postpaid. 


Throckmorton Family History 


500 pages—fully indexed—replete with 
illustrations 
Limited Edition of 300 copies 


$25.00 postpaid 














SPECIALISTS .... 


in the production of 
Historical and Genealogical Publications 


OLD DOMINION PRESS, Inc. 
1205-07 E. Cary St. Richmond, Va. 





























THE COOK COLLECTION OF 
HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS 


The largest collection in the world of cepies of eld Vir- 
ginia portraits, churches, houses, book-plates and histori- 
cal relics. Views in all parts of Virginia, hundreds of 
pictures of notable public events, and views representing 
the business, industrial and agricultural interests of Vir- 
ginia for many years past. A great and unique collec- 
tion of photographs ef Confederate officers and men. 
Many theusand negatives of personal photographs made 
in his own and other Richmond galleries for more than 
fifty years. A fine collection of South Carolina views 
made when Mr. Cook, Sr., lived in Charleston. 


H. P. COOK, Photographer 


15 East Franklin Street Richmond, Virginia 








AN OPPORTUNITY 


There are available for purchase a very limited number 
of copies of an engraved portrait of 


WILLIAM BYRD 
Tue Founper oF RicHMOND 
These are steel engravings of the finest workmanship: 


which were donated to the Society and are being sold for the 
benefit of the Endowment Fund. 


The price is $10.00 each at the Home of the Society 
or $10.15 each by mail. 
































